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Dear Parents/Guardians 
Return To School 
It is fair to say that it has been an exciting return to school for the commencement of term four. 
Having all our students back on site is definitely something the staff were really looking forward 
to. I am sure we are all of the view that we want to avoid at all costs the possibility of a return to 
remote and flexible learning 3.0. Therefore I wish to ask our community to continue to be  
diligent in your health and hygiene practices and also comply with the steps we are  
implementing at school to reduce the risks of infection.  
 

The steps I refer to are: 
Pick up and drop off arrangements. Parents should continue to adhere to the policy of not  
entering the school grounds unless they need to visit the office. Only two persons permitted at a 
time in our office foyer.  

 

Covid testing: Any student showing symptoms such as a runny nose, cough, sore throat, 
breathing issues etc must be kept home and tested for COVID-19. 
Temperature Testing: DET has provided schools with digital thermometers. Parents are  
advised that first aid staff will use these non-contact thermometers in the event a child reports 
to the office due to illness. If a child is unwell parents must collect them as soon possible from 
the school. We will not be testing all students on entry to the school.  
Cleaning will continue during the day and after school. Students and staff are to follow our  
hygiene requirements which includes washing hands regularly, sanitising hands after eating, 
returning from the toilet and after lunch and recess breaks. 
 

School Facility Upgrade 
I am pleased to inform our community that Bendigo based company Fairbrother Pty Ltd has 
been appointed as the builders for our facility upgrade. Information regarding commencement 
dates are to be confirmed.    

 

2021 Student Numbers 
I am currently working through a range of processes with regard to planning for the 2021 school 
year. Items under consideration are grade structures, grade sizes and staffing appointments. To 
assist in these processes I am seeking information from any families who know that their  
children will not be returning to Marong Primary School in the new year.  
If you are prepared to share this information with us it will be greatly appreciated.  
 

Ph.:  54352288   Fax:  54352499    www.marongps.vic.edu.au 

SunSmart – Hat Policy 

A reminder to parents that children are now required to bring a hat each day to 
school.  The Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear 
a hat outdoors when the UV index reaches three or above.  As we are entering 
the warmer months this level of UV exposure is reached most days.  Students 
may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure that they are 
able to take part in outdoor play. 

Diary Dates 

October  
19th    School photos Cancelled 
23rd    Grand Final Public Holiday No School 
28th    Bendigo Cup Holiday  No School 



 

 

School Camps 
The Department of Education has advised that schools in regional Victoria can conduct 
school camps in term four. I have been able to secure bookings for a grade 5/6 camp at Halls 
Gap, Grade 3/4 camp at Camp Currumbene Corop, and a Grade 2 camp at Billabong Ranch 
Echuca. Grade Prep and One students will have a special one day event to be held  
later this term. I am pleased to advise that our school council has endorsed the proposal to 
proceed with camps this term. Full details regarding these activities will be circulated to  
families as soon as possible. 
 
Grade 6 End of Year 
Under the current DET guidelines graduation ceremonies in regional Victoria (Stage Three) 
are not permitted. We are currently considering alternatives and will remain optimistic that 
their will be a change to the current guidelines. Traditionally we conduct an end of year grade 
six day out. At this point in time excursions are permitted and we are considering options for 
this activity. Students and parents will receive advice shortly of our plans. 
 
School Photos 
Unfortunately under the current guidelines released last week schools are not permitted to 

proceed with school photos at this point in time. I have spoken to MSP photography and they 
are most apologetic but it is out of their control. We will wait until the announcements  
scheduled for Monday, October 19th are released to see if there are any changes to the  
current guidelines.  
 

Welcome 
This week Mr Callum Arrowsmith commenced working at our school as our Physical  
Education teacher. Welcome Callum! 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to the Saddlier family who welcomed new born Kai Jensen to their family 
during the vacation. Kai is a brother for Alby and Mack and third child for Jake and Stacey. 
Kai was a healthy 3.2kgs at birth. 
 
 

Russell Jeffrey 
Principal 



 

 

Prep News 
Our Grade Prep students have been on FIRE this week returning to school eager to learn and 
with big smiles on their faces! This week we have been focusing on Number in Maths, split di-
graphs in Spelling, Comprehension in Reading and Dictation in Writing. We have been working 
hard on settling back into our classroom routines and have begun discussing how we can be 
leaders to get us ready for Grade 1. We also welcomed the amazing Mrs Cook to our Prep Team 
who has settled in wonderfully on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s.  It has been fantastic to be back 
in the classroom and we are so excited for the term ahead!  
 
Our 100 Days of School Celebration has been rescheduled for Friday 30th October. More in-
formation will be posted closer to the date on your Class Dojo.   
 

 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
It was so much fun to see all our faces back in the classroom in the 1/2 room this week.  
It has been the absolute best to welcome back all of the children and we have been just as 
excited as they have been to have school running on site.  
We haven’t waisted any time and got straight back into learning. We have been focusing on 
how to make our writing better and giving lots of feedback to each other on how to improve.  
We have looked back and perfecting our high frequency words and challenging ourselves to 
spell them correctly every time. We had a pretend budget and went ‘online shopping’ to 
work on our money skills.  
The highlight of the week was starting our specialists program again and being introduced 
to S.T.E.M outside of the classroom.  
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GRADE THREE/FOUR NEWS 
What a great start to term four we have had – it was great to see so many happy and excited faces back 
at school this week, hopefully it continues for the rest of the term!  It’s been a busy start to the term,  

getting straight into completing all of our tasks.  In literacy we have been comparing print and digital 

texts, reading Paul Jennings Grandad’s Gifts and watching the Round the Twist version of the  

book – students really enjoyed this, hopefully we will be able to do more of this throughout the term.  We 

have also written narratives about, imagining a character finds an object and something wonderful  

happens, we then chose new goals to work on improving our writing.  During maths we have looked at 
symmetry, drawing the other half of the pictures to finish them off and also drawing shapes that showed 

symmetry.  We also did an orienteering activity – using a map of the school, we had to find letters and 

then unjumble them to make a sentence – some of the letters were a bit challenging, as students had to 

learn to look up and not just see what was right in front of them.  
Thanks again to our amazing families for helping us through the last stint of Remote Learning – you all did a 
wonderful job!  Congratulations to Mr Saddlier and his wife Stacey on the arrival of their son Kai – we hope 

they are all settling in well. 

Mrs Patching and Mr Stacey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Five/Six News 
This week we welcomed all students back to onsite learning and it was great seeing everyone in 
person! This week we worked on inferring and synthesising in reading, using commas and 
speeches for writing, and began a project on the redevelopment of the Marong town centre for 
maths. We also had a large focus on re-establishing routines and expectations after a long 
time away from school. Students have done reasonably well this week, however we expect to 
see a great improvement next week now that we have got the first week out of the way. 
 
Next week students will work on analysing in reading, they will continue with speech writing 
and will continue on with their maths project around the redevelopment of the Marong town 
centre.  
 
We look forward to renewed focus and enthusiasm in class from all of the grade 5/6 students 
next week. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chaplain’s Corner 
This week I have been spending lots of time exploring and learning about what we should do 
when we make a mistake or hurt other people. When we slip-up, our reaction often  

encompasses a great amount of shame and guilt. We focus on the error, which can run the 
risk of us viewing ourselves as being bad, which opens the door for our wrong actions to  

become part of our identity.  

  

Another trap we can fall into is getting defensive about what we’ve done, and not wanting to 
admit or own up to our behaviour. We think if we hide our actions, or pretend nothing is 
wrong, it will all go away. This can lead to projecting our guilt onto other people, which has the 
ability to turn into anger or false accusations.  

  

What should we do then? What is the answer?  

Recovery time. We can’t take back harsh words or careless actions, but we can admit to them 
quickly, and focus our energy on apologising and being kind. Recognising that we will muck 
up, nobody is perfect, but realising through love that wounds can heal. It’s also important to 
learn from our mistakes, recognise where we have gone wrong, and implement strategies to 
make alternative choices in the future.   

Don’t live in your mistakes, focus on how you can learn from them.   

 
 
Katie  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Parents Club News 

 

 

 

Welcome back! Lunch orders were back this week, most orders are being made on qkr, 
thankyou! If you are having any trouble with the app, yell out and we can help. Woohoo, it's 
mango time! (please see other newsletter item for details). Footy colours day is coming up on 
Thursday, October 22, this will be a gold coin donation to your child's teacher for the Fight 
Cancer Foundation. We will also be running a Subway lunch (only 3 days of lunches that 
week, yes please!), details on how to order will be sent out next week. That's it from us, as al-
ways, we’d love to hear any ideas or feedback, please email us 
on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com. 

mailto:parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com


 

 

OSHC News 
Welcome back to OSHC for term four. We have well and truly made up for lost time. This week 
we have been busy making some new signs to display around the room, keep an eye out for 
these.  
The students have been doing some woodwork in after school care. This has been quite popular 
across all grade levels.  
A few of the younger students have been very interested in the dolls and play kitchen area. 
Thank you to the families that continue to donate items to our program, we really appreciate 
this.  
We are on the hunt for a few items you may have lying around the house. If you have any of the 
following items you no longer require please send them in and we will put them to good use.  
 
Wooden spoons 
Spare pants / shorts  
Small baby clothes 
Nails / screws  
Wood off cuts  
 
Thanks Chelsie 
 

Breakfast Club 
One thing 2020 has taught us is to be resilient. We have made a few changes to the way we  
offer breakfast club here at Marong primary. We have introduced our "drive (walk) through 
breakfast club". Using the before school care window we have been offering takeaway  
breakfasts. in doing this we avoid having large crowds in the room but it still allows the  
students to have some breaky if needed.  
Keep an eye out for when we do a spontaneous walk through breakfast club!  
Chelsie- coordinator  



 

 

Book Week at Marong 

This year Book Week will be celebrated on 

Monday, October 26th   

Students can dress up as their favourite book character for the day. 

MARC lessons on this day (and for most of term four) will be based on 

some of the short-listed books.  

Can’t wait to see everyone back at school and ready to read 

some great books!! 

 

 

 

Marc Van Newsletter 



 

 

The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 
Grade Prep/A– Rheef S 
for starting Term 4 on a sensational note! Rheef has come back to school with a  
fantastic attitude towards his learning, giving everything a go and contributing to all our 
class discussion. Keep up the great work Rheef, I have been so impressed! 
 

Grade Prep C/T- Gen R 
Gen has come back to school with a really positive attitude and has made a super start 
to term four. Gen has worked really hard this week and has shown a great improvement 
in her reading. Fantastic effort Gen, we are very proud of you! 
 

Grade One/Two O- Myah S 
Myah has come back to school all smiles. She has checked into gear and has started off 
term four with the highest energy and dedicated commitment to her work. She has been 
kind to her peers, as always, and hasn’t wasted any time getting into the swing of 
things.  Super impressed!  
 

Grade One/Two R- Missy L 
Missy has shown she has stepped right back into school mode, working hard in the 
classroom and finishing her work to a very high standard. She is focussed and  
producing some wonderful work. Well done Missy.  
 

Grade Three/Four S - Megan C 
Megan has been very responsible towards her learning, especially her writing. She was 
able to honestly self-assess her narrative and set herself some great goals going into 
next week.  Well done Megan.  
 

Grade Three/Four P/S- Miller B 
For having the confidence and the persistence to write a narrative using the  
prompt – Imagine.  Miller has demonstrated that he is beginning to understand the 
structure of a narrative, as his story included a sizzling start, problems to his story, an 
attempt to solve the problems and he is working on an exciting ending.  Well done  
Miller, a fantastic start to term four. 
 

Grade Five/Six W- Valentino L 
For taking responsibility in his learning this week. Valentino has used the feedback in 
class this week to go back and improve his work, resulting in some great improvements. 
Keep up the great work Valentino. 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Liam C 
Liam has come back to school with a fantastic attitude towards his schoolwork. He has 
been working extremely hard on his handwriting and has shown an enormous amount 
of persistence. Well done Liam, keep it up! 



 

 

Marong Junior Cricket Club 

Hello everyone, 

With the easing of Covid restrictions in Regional Victoria, junior cricket is back on the agenda, with 
the start date scheduled for the first weekend in November. Woolies  Junior Blasters which is the 
cricket equivalent of Auskick, where kids are introduced to, and taught, the most basic of cricket 
skills by a qualified coach will start on Thursday October 22nd finishing on Thursday the 17th of 
December.  

All other age groups play in competitions traditionally on Friday night, Saturday morning and Sun-
day morning. 

Training times and dates will be announced shortly, but we are expecting to start in the next week.  

If you are interested in any of these grades or the Woolies junior blasters please register via this 
link   

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=2725__;!!DMYgIb-w!
i9xyIILM98KLXMlNLBWnwZGFo3YMldqfc_aDjDRr3BoJhELqCrBo7hHRyA7F26ZMSJ5k$ 

or call me on 0427104484 or the new Marong CC junior coordinator Belinda Atkinson on 
0407698762 for more information. 

Yours in cricket, 

Greg Toomey 

PS: If you have friends, siblings or even dads looking for a game of cricket everyone is always wel-
come at Marong Cricket Club in our junior or senior teams. 
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