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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

School Facilities Upgrade 

We have begun to see some real action this week with the students being so excited to see the 
earthmoving equipment onsite. The shed and sand pit have been removed, as has the basketball 
court, the flagpole and ramp attached to the main deck. 
The facilities development will take place in three stages. Stage one will see the extension to our 
main building, which will include three new classrooms and a new staffroom, scheduled to be 
finished and handed over for our use early term 2, 2021. Stage two will see the construction of 
the performing arts building and stage three the development of our OSHC room. Landscaping 
will be then undertaken to complete the project. We are hopeful that everything will be complet-
ed by late term four 2021. 
 
 

School Camps & Excursions 
Our grade 3/ 4 camp is next week. Parents can make full or part payments at any time in the 
lead up to each camp. Please ensure full payment is completed prior to departure. If you need to 
discuss payments, please contact the school office. 
Our foundation and grade one excursion has been booked for Friday 11th December. Mr Riordan 
and Mrs Cook are busy finalising the details and will be sending home information to  
parents early next week. 
 
Jake Saddlier 

Acting Principal 
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Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 

As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 

Diary Dates 

December  
1st   Last Prep Transition day 
2nd – 4th        Grade 3/4 Camp  
           Currumbene  
18th              Last day term four 1:30  Dismissal 



 

 

Prep  
This week our reading strategy was ‘Careful Caterpillar!’ This strategy encourages students to 
carefully read the word, think about the word parts and then think about what makes sense.  
Our SMART Spelling words of the week have been ‘by and my ’ and ‘happy’! We have learned 
that despite both words having the letter ‘y’ at the end, the sound is in fact different eg the ‘y’ 
makes a long ‘i’ or ‘e’ sound.  
In writing our prompt this week has been ‘dressing up’, our students have brainstormed, 
planned and written a recount about a time when they have dressed-up. The preps are trying 
really hard to remember correct use of capital letters, full stops and spacing when they write. 
They are sharing some lovely memories about a time that they have worn a crazy costume.  
In math this week we have completed online essential math assessments using the Ipads. The 
students have been so incredibly patient when waiting for their turn or waiting for technical 
difficulties. We have also enjoyed having Georgie in the room over the last week. She is  
completing her teaching rounds and is familiar to many of the students already as she works 
at the kinder. Thanks again for another wonderful week! 
Take care  
The Prep Team 
 

 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
 
Another great week this week in grade 1 /2. We kept busy by refreshing our writing brains 
about how to create narratives including sizzling starts. In math we have been learning lots 
of strategies on how to add and subtract higher numbers quicker than before. Students 
have excelled in learning these strategies and have been able to become human calculators 
with their new knowledge. We loved our crazy hair day and having a bit of fun getting crea-
tive with our looks. Our concentration has been tested this week with the building works 
getting more involved but we are very proud of how the students have been able to stay on 
task. We look forward to the last few weeks and cannot wait to start celebrating Christmas.  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GRADE THREE/FOUR NEWS 
 
The grade 3/4s have been looking at money and statistics and probability. Calculating change 
and collecting survey data are just some of the activities we looked at for numeracy. Students 
have been busy typing up their final narratives for their digital portfolio and finalising their 
merchandise for their own hockey teams. Logos will be printed onto an iron on transfer sheet to 
take home to put onto a plain white shirt for future games. Thursday was crazy hair day so 
check out our photos in the newsletter! We are so excited for camp next week, just a reminder 
to hand in any medical forms if needed. Thanks 

 

3/4 Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Five/Six News 
 
This week the grade 5/6 students have settled in well after a busy camp last week. Students 
have worked together in many areas, continuing to work hard on their passion projects,  
writing and reading through various projects. Students also worked on developing their 
knowledge of percentages and long division in numeracy. With a busy few weeks coming up we 
hope that the enthusiasm and engagement continues from students so that we can finish the 
year off with lots of great learning and fun times.  
Thanks 
Mr. Wardell and Mr. Johnstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chaplain’s Corner 
 
This week I’ve noticed there has been a large focus on the end of the year. It’s hard to believe 
it’s come around so quickly, but with only three more weeks of school to go, it’s an important 
time for reflection. 
 
I’ve had many conversations with different students about friendships, and anxiety about next 
year. The two strategies I have been focusing on most, are the importance of finishing well, and 
the value of being kind no matter what.  
 
It’s crucial to remind ourselves, that no matter what has happened this year, or what choices 
we have made, we can finish well. We can leave a good lasting impression, and show others 
who we really are, and who we really want to be. 
 
I’ve also been encouraging students to be kind to others, even when they don’t feel like it, and 
even when it’s not easy. This doesn’t only help everyone else feel better, but it makes us feel 
better too. We are happier when we put grudges and revenge aside, and instead show that we 
can demonstrate resilience and kindness, instead of malice. 
 
As everyone finishes up school for the year, remember to focus on finishing well and showing 
kindness no matter what circumstance you are in.  
 
 
Katie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

OSHC News 
How are we nearly at the end of the year?! 
This week we have been enjoying our bunchems toys. These are small balls that stick to each 
other and the students have been getting very creative with them. We've had flowers, ten pin 
bowling and archery just to name a few.  
 
As always we have been enjoying some delicious snacks for 
afternoon tea. If you have any snack ideas or suggestions 
please let us know.  
Chelsie Nickson, OSHC coordinator.  
 

Breakfast Club 
Tomorrow Katie and I will be holding a pop up breakfast club 
at the front of the school on the grass area. Please join us at 
8:30 for some breaky and chat. A reminder to families that 
this is a free service that the school provides with the  
assistance of Food Bank Victoria.  
Chelsie Nickson, Breakfast Club coordinator.  
 

Parents Club News 
Crazy Hair & Dress Day was today - with donuts and 
(virtual) gold coin donations, we already have $441 to 
donate to the Cystic Fibrosis Federation, thankyou 
everyone! Donations are still open and being accepted 
on Qkr until 11:59pm tonight, let's try to get it 
to $500! Mango orders are in and confirmed delivery 
for the week starting Monday, December 7th (this is a 
week later than originally advised due to a later  
mango crop). We will confirm the actual date/time as 
soon as I know it, collection will be from school 
(outside) at pick up time. That's it from us, as always, 
thankyou for your support and we’d love to hear any 
ideas or feedback, please email us 
at  parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.  
 

 

 

 

 

Drink Bottles 

A reminder to all students and families drink bottles must 
be brought to school due to COVID restrictions please. 

mailto:parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com


 

 

 
Thanks to all the students and families who helped make Book Week great this year!  
Students have maintained their enthusiasm for books through this very unusual time. 
Unfortunately, due to the fencing situation at Marong, which means the MARC van cannot 
access the school grounds, borrowing will have to cease for the year. It would be terrific if 
any books at home could be returned so the end of year collection and stock take can  
happen. 
Thanks, Mrs G  

 

 

 

Marc Van News 



 

 

The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 
Grade Prep/A– Eleanor O’N 

For continually working hard at her reading and writing. Eleanor has a fantastic  
attitude towards her learning and is always striving to improve. In particular, she has 
been working hard at understanding the difficult texts she reads and writing stories 
with lots of detail. You are a superstar Eleanor, keep it up! 
 

Grade Prep C/T- Sophie C 

Sophie is taking great ‘responsibility’ for her learning. She is making a huge effort to  
improve her speed and care while completing her writing. Really proud of you Soph, 
keep up the great work! 
 

Grade One/Two O- Zayde W 
Zayde has impressed me greatly over the last few weeks, especially this week. He has 
been putting in so much effort towards his learning and always wanting to persist to get 
the best possible result. Zayde has become a completely independent worker and is very 
proud of himself when he succeeds. Zayde has made a lot of new friends and is being 
his best self both in and out of the classroom. Keep it up champion! 
  

Grade One/Two R- Robbie J 
For demonstrating ‘Confidence’ and ‘Organisation’ in all activities this week. Robbie has 
been focused and putting in his best effort during the school day. He answers and  
responds to questions during our classroom discussions, showing me that he is  
engaged and focused to learn. Well done Robbie. 
 

Grade Three/Four S - Nate R 
Nate has been working extremely hard for his SEPEP team developing merchandise. He 
has shown a real passion for his current narrative, taking his time and adding features 
to enhance his story. Its been fantastic to see Nate take on feedback throughout the 
week and enjoy all subjects at school. Keep it up Nate. 
 

Grade Three/Four P/S- Zali B 
Zali has demonstrated her ability to work well in class and her determination to receive 
Student of the Week. She has been consistent with the school values showing honesty 
in her work, responsibility by working hard to complete set tasks and respect to her 
peers and teachers in her classroom. Well done Zali, its been great seeing you work 
hard, keep it up!  
 

Grade Five/Six W- Bailey McK 
For showing great persistence and resilience this week. Bailey has worked extremely 
well in class and has done some amazing work! Well done Bailey, keep up the great 
work! 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Violet R 
It’s been fantastic to see Violet displaying the value of confidence. It was great to see  
Violet get out of her comfort zone on camp and try new things and since coming back to 
school, her confidence has transferred to her school work. Violet is working  
independently, showing initiative and contributing to classroom discussion. Well done 
Violet, keep up the great work.  


