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RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
Remembrance Day 
Yesterday each grade commemorated Remembrance Day by observing a 
minutes silence within their classroom prior to lunch. I must say it was such 
a wonderful mark of respect as I stood in the office area and listened to the 
Foundation, One and Two classrooms fall still as they  
observed the minute silence. It is so pleasing that the youngest of our school 
community can demonstrate our school value of Respect so sincerely and 
proudly. I was also delighted to be told that our senior grades also conducted themselves ac-
cordingly during this time also.  
Thank you staff and students. Lest We Forget. 
 

Mr Jeffrey Update. 
I would like to inform our school community that Mr Jeffrey’s knee surgery went smoothly last 
Friday. He is now at home, recovering well and somewhat pain free. I am told that after a  
summer of rehab, Hawthorn may select him in the pre-season draft next year. 
 

Join The Ride – 1 day in 5 
Last Thursday evening Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells facilitated a community zoom meeting to discuss 
with us the importance of walking and riding to school safely. During the session Nicola  
unpacked results from parent and student surveys, and brainstormed ideas for active travel to 
Marong PS in order to build an active travel culture within our school community. Many of the 
ideas may take time to come to fruition given the current time of year, but are certainly being 
explored behind the scenes.  These ideas include a possible school crossing supervisor, walking 
school bus and better connecting pathways between estates. You may have already noticed 
signage identifying safe passages to school. 
Your feedback is valued and the more data we have the greater our voice can be  
presenting ideas to Vic Roads and the City of Greater Bendigo. 
 

School Camps 
A big Tthank you to our grade two staff for attending Camp Billabong earlier this week.   
Although a little weary upon their return, it certainly sounds as if they had a wonderful and fun 
filled time. I know the students definitely did. 
Next week our grade 5/6 students will head to Halls Gap for four days of adventure. Please see 
Mr Wardell if you have any queries about camp next week. Parents can make full or part  
payments at any time in the lead up to each camp. Please ensure full payment is completed  
prior to departure. If you need to discuss payments, please contact the school office. 
 

School Photos 
School photos will be on Wednesday, 25th November. Contact the office for details on  
ordering photos. 
 

Jake Saddlier 
Acting Principal 
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Diary Dates 
November 
17th – 20th   Grade 5/6 Camp Halls Gap 
25th            School Photos 
26th            Crazy Hair Day 
 

December  
2nd – 4th       Grade 3/4 Camp  
          Currumbene  
8th               Gazetted Orientation Day 
          to be confirmed. 
18th             Last day Term Four. 1:30 
          Dismissal 



 

 

Prep News 
It’s been another fantastic week in the Prep area with everyone continuing to work hard to get 
ready for Grade 1! We had some visitors in our classrooms on Wednesday (check out the pup-
pies!), the kids loved having a cuddle with them. We have also celebrated NAIDOC Week this 
week. The students have loved learning about Aboriginal and Islander people and exploring 
their culture throughout our Reading, Writing and Maths activities.  
 
In reading, the ‘Skippy Frog’ strategy has been our focus this week. We have also continued to 
develop our comprehension skills by unpacking our weekly text each morning as a class. The 
students have all done a wonderful job with their Reading Assessments this week. We have 
been very proud of their efforts!  
 
In writing, the Preps have planned and written a piece of writing that had to be do to with our 
weekly prompt, Animals. Our weekly prompt came from our weekly text, the dreamtime story, 
‘Why the Koala has a Stumpy Tail.’ The students have loved creating their own piece about an 
animal.  
 
During Numeracy this week we explored how other cultures count and how songs and rhymes 

can help us in maths. This tied well into NAIDOC Week.  
 
Check out some of the photos from the week that was!  
 
The Prep Team 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
What an amazing time at camp we had! The grade two’s were all superstars and from all  
reports, the grade one’s at school were just as good. 
We loved camp and the Billabong Ranch staff were amazing. When we arrived at camp we 
were straight into our activities. Horse grooming, peddle boats, canteen, mini golf, animal 
farm, obstacle course. It had it all.  
A big thank you to Ms Gallagher for looking after the grade ones while we were away. 
This week students have been learning to write poetry, in particular acrostic and haiku  
poems.  
We also stopped to remember the fallen for Remembrance Day yesterday. We learnt more 
about Remembrance Day in our reading session and completed some art work about the 
tradition of the poppy. 
 
A great week grade one and two! Lets keep it up! 
Mr Riordan and Miss O’Donoghue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade 2 Camp 

A fantastic time and beautiful weather made for a magical camp. 

 



 

 

Grade Three/Four News 
The 3/4 have been busy learning about fractions, comparing to each other and representing 
them on number lines. For Literacy we compared and contrasted two articles ( a tv episode and 
picture story book) from a Paul Jennings text. The student have also been creating their own 
text to pass onto to the junior grades for Respectful Relationships. This text will help students 
recognise different emotions and strategies to overcome problems they may face in the future. 
SEPEP has been going well with all teams playing each other once. Students have been design-
ing their team logos and we will be printing these off on iron on transfer paper. If possible we 
will be wearing these as our uniform in the coming weeks.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade Five/Six News 
This week in the grade 5/6 area we had a lot of fun and a lot of learning happening.  
Students began a book report by imagining what their favourite book would like as a  
movie and then trying to create a poster that promoted the movie. In writing, they began  
working in groups to write a script which will lead to them directing and acting out their 
own film. For numeracy, students work focused on creating timetables by developing their 
own music festival. 
 

Next week, we have a normal day on Monday but then we have camp for the rest of the 
week. A booklet with the camp name, a required gear list, the activities and a map of the 
camp has been given to all students earlier this week. Please familiarise yourself with this 
booklet and should you have any questions get in contact with Mr. Wardell. 
 

We look forward to another great week next week! 
Mr. Wardell and Mr. Johnstone 
 

 

Camp Medications – Grades 3/4  and 5/6 

Our last two camps are almost upon us. In order to be as organised as we possibly can 
prior to the dates of departure, we request that families provide details regarding any med-
ical/medication requirements for your child.  Forms are available at the office (and can be 
sent home with your child upon request) or can be emailed to you.  We would appreciate 
forms being completed and returned as soon as possible if your child is attending the 
5/6 camp next week.   Grade 3/4 students are welcome to provide details nice and early 
also.  Medications can be provided to the office on the day of departure but it would greatly 
appreciated if paperwork and instructions are submitted early, as departure day for camps 
is crazy for students, teachers and parents.   
 
We would also like to remind families that medication of any type (eg paracetamol, Ven-
tolin, travel sickness meds, etc) cannot be left in luggage in the care of the student.  We 
are aware that a number of students in grade five and six are asthmatics but we have no 
2020 action plans for any of these children, likewise there are only a few plans for grade 
three and four.  It is not compulsory for a doctor to sign off on an asthma plan, although it 
is preferred.  Action plans are available from school and also obtainable online so it would 
useful to have details of your child’s asthma triggers and usual treatment to ensure that 
we are able to care for them whilst they are away.   
 
If you need to discuss any of these requirements please don’t hesitate to contact either 
your classroom teacher, Mr Stacey/Mr Wardell (Camp Co-ordinators) or Rose Stewart. 
 

 

Parents Club News 
A reminder that due to the difficulties of COVID restrictions, manual lunch orders (brown 
paper bag to the office) will no longer be accepted. All lunch orders are to be made through 
the Qkr app, no later than 9am on Wednesday's. No orders will be accepted at the shop. 
Please email us if you need any help setting up Qkr. Crazy Hair Day is set for Thursday, 
November 26th. The day will also be crazy dress and we'll have a donut delivery for recess. 
All proceeds from the day will be donated to the Cystic Fibrosis Federation. To alleviate 
some pressure from the teachers, especially on school photo day, the donuts are to be  
ordered for on Qkr (cut off WED 25/11 at 9am), along with any crazy hair day donations 
(open until the end of THURS 26/11). Thanks for your support! That's it from us, as  
always, we’d love to hear any ideas or feedback, please email us 
at  parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.  
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MARC VAN 2020 

 

 
Thanks to all the students and families who helped make Book Week great this year!  
Students have maintained their enthusiasm for books through this very unusual time. 
Unfortunately, due to the fencing situation at Marong, which means the MARC van cannot 
access the school grounds, borrowing will have to cease for the year. It would be terrific if any 
books at home could be returned so the end of year collection and stock take can happen. 
Thanks, Mrs G  
 

 



 

 

Chinese News 

Prep: students were introduced to the family members in Chinese and they engaged in learning 
both the Chinese words and gestures to present members of the family. They loved singing 
along with the music: https://bit.ly/32xRYFC. Nearly all the Prep students expressed their in-
terest in participating in the Chinese number counting and singing competition. They are the 
legend.  

Grade One and Two: students were working on drinks and demonstrated that they can read the 
Chinese Pinyin and be able to translate the drinks into English while designing a bilingual 
menu for drinks. They also showed their enthusiasm for the coming Chinese competition.  

Grade Three and Four: They will work on the Chinese character writing competition and show 
us some creative ideas to illustrate the Chinese pictograph characters in their own way. 

Grade Five and Six: students finished their listening and translating assessment and have done 

a very pleasing job as a whole. They were very excited about the coming Chinese competition at 

Bendigo and were eager to participate in some of the group activities.  

 

For Prep to Two Students:  

Number Counting in Chinese 
Singing Competition in Chinese 

For Grade Three to Six Students:  

Number Counting in Chinese 
Singing Competition in Chinese 
Chinese Character Writing and Design 
Competition 

 

 

 

 

To participate, students will need to submit their completed work in 
a required format to our online platform which can be accessed via 
the following link and QR code.  

Link: https://padlet.com/learnchinesebendigo/2020  

https://bit.ly/32xRYFC
https://padlet.com/learnchinesebendigo/2020


 

 

STEM 
Students in grades 3-6 have been working very hard in STEM this 
term. Students have learnt about computer coding and have com-
pleted course work and created their own dance games online.  
Students have been working hard on coding our Sphero robots 
and have completed their STEM challenge of building a road for 
Sphero and coding it to travel on the roads using ipads, students 
have demonstrated amazing engagement and persistence. I have 
been very impressed with how well students have worked together 
to complete this STEM challenge.  
Mrs Wardell  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           



 

 

Chaplains Corner 
This past week I spent at home recovering from sickness, and in doing so I had a lot of time to 
think and reflect on how I was feeling. To begin with, I felt a lot of self-pity. I was gloomy, and 
that was the only thing occupying my thoughts. Self-pity is the excessive, self-absorbed  
unhappiness over your own troubles. I found that the more I felt sorry for myself, and the more 
I thought about myself, the sadder I became. Upon analysing this, I realised I couldn’t change 
my psychical health, but I could work towards shifting my mental health. I needed an attitude 
check, and to alter my thought patterns. Instead of focusing on the bad, I decided to count all 
the good things. My circumstance hadn’t changed, but my perspective had. I focused on the 
positives in my situation, because there are always positives.   
This morning upon my return into school, I was given a beautiful book from the lovely Chelsie. 
This particular page in the book perfectly shows my attitude change. The beginning of my week 
was portrayed through the characters on the left side, and ended with the characters on the 
right side.  
Katie 

 

Breakfast Club News 
We all know breakfast is an important meal of the day. Fueling your body with the right foods 
to get through the day can be tricky. Planning ahead what you are going to have for breakfast 
can help reduce the risk of skipping breakfast or making unhealthy choices. Here is an  
example of a weekly breakfast planner.  
Monday - banana berry smoothie 
Tuesday - apple and sultana pancakes 
Wednesday - cereal with milk and chopped banana 
Thursday - fruit loaf with spreads and toppings (jam, banana, peanut butter)  
Friday - mango smoothie 
Saturday - creamy porridge with sultanas 
Sunday - toasted wholemeal bread with baked beans  
Encourage either plain milk or water to accompany breakfast.  
Chelsie Nickson  

Breakfast club coordinator  
 

Second Hand Uniforms for sale 
Tomorrow we will have second hand uniforms at the office for sale.  All items $2. 
 

Book Club 
Students have received our latest and last Book Club catalogue for the 
year. 
Could all orders and payment please be returned by the 27th November. 
Thank you 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 
Grade Prep/A– Gemma T 
For having an all-round superstar week! Gemma did a sensational job with her reading 
assessment this and has demonstrated more independence and resilience in the class-
room when completing everyday tasks. I have been so impressed with you this week 
Gem, keep it up!  
 

Grade Prep C/T– Charlee B 
for demonstrating persistence and confidence during this week’s activities. Charlee is 
applying herself when writing and working hard to achieve her writing goals. Keep up 
the super work Charlee! 
 

Grade One/Two O- Kaleb N   
For being a superstar on our grade two camp earlier this week. Kaleb shocked all the 
teachers with his willingness and participation in all activities. He tried so many things 
that he has never done before and was enthusiastic about everything, even the things 
he was nervous about. Kaleb was confident and showed everyone how much fun you 
can have when you are brave enough to try new things. Well done champion!   
 

Grade One/Two R- Amelia S 
For showing confidence and organisation on camp. Amelia was the perfect camp mate, 
helping and comforting others whilst on camp. Amelia participated happily in all parts 
of camp and showed that she can work with all members in grade two, even making 
some new friends along the way. Well done Amelia.  
 

Grade Three/Four S -Lachie B 
Lachie has been showing tremendous responsibility for his learning this week. Pushing 
himself in his writing, getting better and better each week. His efforts this week in 
SEPEP have been superb, showing great leadership skills through encouraging and  
supporting others. 
 

Grade Three/Four P/S-  Axel K  
For demonstrating the value of honesty. Axel has shown enthusiasm, and consistency 
in his ability to work well in both literacy and numeracy. Axel has also shown great 
leadership skills while helping his peers in the classroom and in the yard.    
 

Grade Five/Six W- Holly McD 
For showing more confidence in herself and her school work. Holly had a much more 
positive attitude this week, which allowed her to tackle all tasks in class and complete 
her work to a high standard. Well done Holly and keep it up for the rest of the year! 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Peter H 
Peter has had an excellent week, he has been showing the values of persistence and  
organisation. His work on passion projects has been excellent and his diorama he made 

at home looks fantastic and adds to his presentation. Great work Peter.  


