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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents and Care/givers, 

Cross Country 

Congratulations to all the students in Grades 3-6 who competed in last Friday’s Cross Country 

event. Regardless of what position you came in at, or whether you ran all the way or walked the 

whole course, you should be proud of your efforts and your Have A Go Attitude. Well Done!  

On May 5th students who qualified to progress to the regional cross country will travel to the 

Bendigo Race course for this event. Mr Riordan has circulated notes to the students selected, 

containing transport and schedules for this event . 

 

Cross Country Helpers 

Events like the Cross Country don’t happen without the assistance of parent volunteers.  

Marong Primary School has always had parents who were prepared to help. This year I believe 

we had the most volunteers ever. To have so many parents put up their hands to help, signifies 

the commitment of our parent community to embrace the partnership between home and the 

school in order to achieve the best outcomes for their child and all our students.  

Thank you. Your time is greatly appreciated. 

 
School Camps 

As previously advised, School Council has endorsed the following camp for Grade 5/6 students.  

Cottage By The Sea, Queenscliff : Monday June 21st – Friday June 25th. This is the last day of 

Term Two.  

 

We have been attending the Queenscliff camp on a three year rotation since the year 2000. As 

you would expect the cost of this camp has increased over the years. On today’s prices the cost 

would be in excess of $350 per student. However, this year we have been very fortunate to be 

offered a partially sponsored camp by The Cottage by the Sea. The cost for this camp will be 

$150 per student. This fee covers transport, accommodation, food and all activities for the  

duration of the camp. I am currently waiting on the CBTS to send me their documentation. 

Once I have it on hand I’ll send out student permission forms. 
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Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 

As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 

May 
Wednesday May 5th: Regional Cross Country 
Tuesday May 11th     NAPLAN assessments commence for Grade 3 & students 
Thursday 20th:          P- 6  LCDSSA Athletic Sports Latrobe University Athletics complex. 
Friday 21st :              Curriculum Day 
Monday May 24th:     Education Week commences 
June 
Thursday June 10th : School Photos 



 

 

Curriculum Day 
School Council has endorsed the conduct of a Curriculum Day (Pupil free day) on Friday, May 
21st. Students will not be required to attend on that day. As this is a school review year staff 
will be undertaking a range of tasks associated with a Pre Review Evaluation process. 
 
School Review 
On Wednesday of this week I participated in a School Review Training program to establish the 
requirements and actions that need to be undertaken as part of this years review. During this 
term I will be completing a Pre Review School Evaluation which is required to be submitted to 
our reviewer at least four weeks before the first review day. To gain the information required to 
complete the PRSE I will be consulting with staff, students and parents to capture their views 
on the progress of the school over the last four years. In addition the staff will be analysing our 
data as collated, under the following headings: Student Achievement, Student Engagement 
and Student Wellbeing. The first of three review days will take place on the 9th August, this will 
be our validation day. On the 18th August the review panel will undertake fieldwork and it is 
anticipated that they will be seeking to talk with staff, students and parents. On Wednesday 
25th August the panel will meet to bring all of the review findings together for analysis. At the 
conclusion of the review we will prepare our strategic plan for the period 2021- 2025.  

 

Petitions 
Maternal Health Services 
A petition requesting Bendigo City Council to reinstate the Maternal Child Health Services here 
in Marong is currently being circulated. Interested persons who support the call for the  
reinstatement of this service are advised that the petition is available to be signed at the school 
office. 
 
To create a rail trail between Marong and Eaglehawk 
Two students from Eaglehawk Secondary College are petitioning the council to fund and install 
a Rail Trail between Marong and Eaglehawk. If successful it would be of great benefit to  
walkers and cyclists alike. If you support this proposal the petition can be signed at our office.  

 
Secondary College and Kinder to School transition Processes 2022 
On May 6th Crusoe and Eaglehawk Secondary College will be holding their transition  
information nights.  
Families have been provided with flyers. 
Education Week we start our process to collect enrolments for 2022. 
 

School Fees 

Parents are reminded that payment of school fees are now due. Payment can be made at the 
office, via EFT, direct credit to the school’s bank account, (details can be provided from the  
office), or via our QKR app.  
It is extremely important when paying into our bank account you reference your surname and 
what the money is for. 
 
Fees for 2021  
 
Gr 3-6 students $195 per student  
 
Gr F-2 $170 per student 
 
Russell Jeffrey 

Principal    
 

 
 



 

 

Grade Prep/One News 
The Prep/Ones have been very productive with their writing this week, focusing their pieces of 
poetry around cats. During numeracy students have been outside the classroom working on 
skip counting by two’s with both odd and even numbers as well as looking at duration of time. 
Completing the activity “A Day in the Life of ….”, students drew pictures of their daily  
activities and represented length of time through a timeline. Some even drawing clocks to 
show what time they started the activity. For Art, students looked at primary colours and set 
themselves up for fun activity next week. For the next few weeks we will be practising for  
athletics. A solid week Prep/Ones! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Miss O’Donoghue, 
Miss Cook,  
Mrs Taylor and 
Mr Stacey 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Two/Three News 
Well done 2/3’s on another great week. After a busy week last week with camp and cross  
country, it has been nice to spend a bit more time in the classroom. 
This week, students have started Athletics training. Students loved going to Malone Park to 
practise their skills and learn the correct technique when competing. We look forward to our 
Athletics Sports on the 20th May. 
Students are learning to:  
Reading – identify persuasive words and devices to bump up their words. 
Spelling – recognise and spell ‘oa’ words. 
Writing – write persuasively and use a range of persuasive devices. 
Numeracy – identify number patterns and informal/formal units of measurement. 
Integrated – understand how our country has changed over time using a timeline. 
We look forward to another busy week next week. Grade three’s will be starting to be involved 
in practice NAPLAN tests, becoming familiar with the process when the real tests come. 
Have a great week, 
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Grade 4/ 5 and 6 news. 
What a big start to term two we have had. Last week saw our grade four students head away to 
Log Cabin Camp in Creswick. We had an absolute ball on the zip line, giant swing canoeing and 
archery. The rain tried to spoil our fun a little on Tuesday however, we simply decided to cook 
our damper over the Coonara fire instead. To finish off week one, all of the grade 4/5 and 6  
students were involved in the Cross Country with many successful and making it through to 
the next level. Congratulations to all of the students who participated last Friday and good luck 
for those representing us next week. 
This week however, it was back to business as usual. In literacy we have been focusing on  
writing persuasive pieces. We have been working on the structure of a persuasive piece and  
explored some of the strategies used to advertise a product via persuasive marketing. Mr  
Saddlier was so persuaded by his students that he finished the session wanting Uber Eats to 
deliver him a McJuddy meal while he saves the koalas. 
Reading this week saw students complete comprehension work about Anzac day. We also  
focussed on identifying different types of questions against our Fountas and Pinnell  
comprehension wheel. Student were fantastic in their knowledge of what information is located 
directly within the text, or that which requires the reader to think beyond the text by inferring 
and predicting etc  

Maths sessions have seen the students working on the operations of multiplication and division 
and the introduction of time. 
NAPLAN: our grade 5 assessment week will be in week 4. All assessments will be conducted 
online this year. While not compulsory, it is encouraged our grade 5s will explore some practice 
tests which are available on the below website. We will also conduct some familiarisation  
sessions school next week. 
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site. 
Miss Cooney, Mr Johnstone, Ms Patching and Mr Saddlier.  
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Chaplains Corner 
This week I’ve learnt the hard lesson that you can’t always be everywhere you want to be 
and help everyone you want to help. As humans we often aim high and put a lot of pressure 
on ourselves to do more, be there for people more, solve every problem, reply to every  
message straight away, and reach out to everyone. We tell ourselves that we should be doing 
more and doing better. The worst thing about this, is that when we fail and fall short, we  
often feel a sense of shame and tell ourselves off. Instead of being kind to ourselves and 
acknowledge we are doing the best we can, we always seem to focus on where we went 
wrong or what we could have done better.   
  
I think one of the best pieces of advice I have been given is to stop, acknowledge that you 
can’t help others very well if you’re not helping yourself, and also be as kind to yourself as 
you are to your closest friend. If my friends are having a bad week, I never point out all the 
times they’ve failed, or all the things they didn’t achieve. Instead, I focus on all the things 
they are doing well.   
  
This week, remind yourself that it’s okay not be everything to everyone. That you need to 
stop and look after yourself. And stop being your own worst critic. Everyone is doing the 

best they can with what they’ve been given. Be kind to yourself.   
Katie 
 
Parents Club News 
Mothers Day stall will be open on Friday, May 7th at school. There will be a variety of gifts to 
pick from, all $5 each. It is cash only and the kids will be taken down to the stall by their 
teachers to buy a gift for their someone special. Our big fundraiser for this term is an 
Elmore Bakery Pie Drive. So start clearing out your freezers, ready to stock up for winter! 
We'll provide details later in the term, both paper forms/cash and Qkr will be available  

options for ordering. Any questions, feedback or fundraising ideas, please send us an email 
on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smile Squad is on the way to our school! 
All children deserve a healthy smile and to help make sure this Happens.  Smile Squad is 

funded via a $321.9 million Victorian Government program that provides free dental care to 
all Victorian public primary and secondary school students.  
The friendly Smile Squad dental team will visit the  Marong Primary School in Term Two 
soon to conduct a free annual dental health examination for every student and provide free 
follow up treatment as needed. 
What do parents need to do? 
We just need you to provide consent. Please read and sign the consent forms that came 
home with your child and return them to the classroom teacher. A sample pack of dental 
care products is provided free to all students at Marong PS. 
The Smile Squad team will check your child’s teeth and mouth and show them how to keep 
their teeth healthy and strong. They will also provide any preventive services you have  
consented for. If your child needs more treatment, the Smile Squad will contact you. 

mailto:parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com


 

 

Chinese News 
Prep to One:  
Students revised the vocabulary of class instructions and finished an assessment in identifying 
the equivalent Chinese words with pictures by reading the Chinese Pinyin of the class instruc-
tions. 
 
Grade One to Two:  
Students learned a few more colours and engaged in playing the ‘Simon says’ game in their lis-
tening and translating. They also showed their great capability to locate the Chinese Pinyin of 
colours by using the Chinese character as a clue. Here is the link for the colour song:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebQUaCALcuE 
 
Grade Five and Six:  
Students watched a video about the life of some students who live in a remote ‘cliff village’ in 
China and the difficulty they had experienced every day on their way to school. We all felt grate-
ful that we are Australian. They then learned about the vocabulary of rooms in a house and the 
differences between these rooms in China and in Australia. For example, most of the Chinese 
households don’t have a garden, instead, they have garden bed/pot plants on the balcony. They 

also have informal laundry on the balcony. They engaged in playing the ‘twister’ game while 
practising their speaking and listening.  
Yimin 

 

STEM 

This week the Prep/Ones were able to 
use their creativity to decide how to 
help Rapunzel  out of her castle.  The 
students were able to decide that a 
parachute would be helpful and as a 
result, in small groups students used 
a range of materials to construct a 

parachute.  Their designs were sensa-
tional!! 

The grades 2-6 wrapped up the land-
mark projects, presenting all their 
work to their peers and opening the 
dors to their parents. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebQUaCALcuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebQUaCALcuE


 

 

OSHC News 
We are absolutely in full swing this term! From making cardboard cars to sewing our own 
beanies, there has never been a dull moment. This term Annie has returned from having her 
baby last year. You may remember Annie from after school care last year. Annie will be helping 
us out in before and after school care. A big welcome back to Annie. 
While the students have been busy I too have been busy. Yesterday I had a meeting with our 
contact from the inclusion agency to discuss how we can become more culturally aware and 
inclusive.  
If you have any ideas or suggestions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
 
 

Chelsie Nickson 
OSHC coordinator  
 

 



 

 

 

Marong Primary School 
Students of the Week 

Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our school 
values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’  We acknowledge the  
following students for their efforts this week; 

 

Grade Prep/One S– Alisha R 
Our new student has fit in perfectly here at Marong Primary School, making immediate friends 
due to her kind and friendly nature. She has been working extremely hard and has already 
completed some very impressive pieces of work. Welcome again Alisha. 
 

Grade Prep /One C/T - Gweny H 
Gweny has shown great ‘Responsibility’ for her learning by doing great listening and working 
super hard in class.  Her efforts are paying off and we are so proud of the wonderful writing 
she produced this week. 
Fantastic work Gweny! 
 

Grade Prep/One O- Zac W 
Zac has such a wonderful attitude towards learning this term. He has come back with a won-

derful attitude and has been wanting to learn more than ever! 
I have been very happy to see Zac giving activities a try and becoming confident  when ap-
proaching challenges. I hope you keep it up Zac, well done.  
 

Grade Two/Three SR -Claire L  
Claire consistently demonstrates all three of Marong Primary School's Values - Respect, Hones-
ty and Responsibility. She regularly considers and takes care of her fellow school friends, mak-
ing sure everyone feels valued. Claire, we love your unique perspective of the word and your 
fantastic sense of humour!  
 

Grade Two/Three  R - Maddie H  
For demonstrating ‘Responsibility and Respect’ in all classroom activities this week. Maddie 
has been showing great confidence in her activities this week. She is sharing her ideas, being 
confident when speaking in front of others and being actively engaged in her learning. Well 
done on a super week. I am very proud of your efforts this week! 
 

Grade Four/Five C– : Koby C  
Koby has made a great start to term 2 as a new member of our class. Koby is hardworking, 
regularly answering and asking questions which help to further both his learning and the 
learning of his peers. Every day his has brought a great attitude and commitment to learning 
into to the classroom. Welcome to grade 4/5 C Koby and keep up the superstar work!  
 

Grade Four/Five P/S - Seth M  
for demonstrating the school value of Respect. Seth has been a very respectful member of our 
school community by taking pride in the appearance of our school grounds. Twice this week 
(without Teacher directions) Seth has been picking up litter and placing it in the bin to make 
our ‘Back of Beyond’ area neat and tidy. Thanks Seth for being super amazing! 
 

Grade Six J- Matilda C 
Since joining us at the beginning of the term Matilda has hit the ground running. She’s work-
ing hard, asking questions and isn’t afraid to voice her opinion during our persuasive writing 
tasks. Well done on your first two week Matilda, it’s awesome to have you here at Marong PS.  


