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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents and Care-givers, 
 
End Of Term 
Thursday, April 1st will be the final day of term one. Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm.  
The school bus will arrive one hour earlier in the afternoon due to the end of term  
arrangements. After School Care will operate from 2:30pm and will close at 5pm.  
 
School Camps 
Grade 3/4 students and their parents are reminded that camp permission forms must be  
returned to the office no later than 9am Tuesday, March 30th. Notes regarding what to bring to 
camp, an itinerary and details regarding departure and return will be provided to parents this 
week. Mr Riordan will also circulate a dietary requirements form. If your child has specific  
dietary requirements due to allergies, or intolerance to certain foods etc it is important that we 
are notified and have the relevant form returned by the 30th March so that we can advise the 
camp managers.  Children who require medication whilst away need to have completed a 
“Medical Authority Form”to provide to their teacher prior to the end of term one.  Forms can be 
collected from the office.  Medication needs to be in a labelled bag and provided to your teacher 
on the day of departure.All students will need to bring their own lunch and snacks on day one 
of camp. A hat and a full water bottle are essential requirements. 
The following staff will be attending this camp Jake Saddlier, Matt Riordan, Sarah Roediger and 
Bridget Cooney. If you have questions regarding any aspect of this camp please contact Mr  
Jeffrey. 
Camps and Excursion Funds 
Eligible parents may be entitled to a grant from the Department of Education to assist with the 
cost of camps and excursions. Holders of current Health Care cards are able to apply. Please 
contact our office for more information.  
 
School Review 
In term three of this year our school will participate in a school review. All schools are required 

to undertake a review every four years. The review will place a lens on all aspects of our school. 
We will examine how effective we have been in achieving the goals as stated in our 2017-2021 
strategic plan. The implementation of the Victorian Curriculum will be analysed. Survey data 
collated from staff, students and parent surveys will be used to ascertain areas of improvement. 
In the lead up to the review we will be consulting with key stakeholders including parents and 
students. Throughout term two we will be conducting a self-analysis of our progress and the  
input from stakeholders will be highly valuable. An independent reviewer will attend the school 
during term three with a DET representative and a critical friend (eg; principal from another 
school). This panel will undertake the formal aspect of the review in conjunction with our  
principal and staff.  
At the conclusion of the review we will prepare our strategic plan for the period 2021- 2025.  
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Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 

As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 

   

March 26th        Colour Fun Run   

March 30th        Grade 3/4  Camp notices due.   
April 1st          Last day of term one 2:30 dismissal 

April 19th           Term Two commences                  

                           Grade 3/4 students depart for camp.  



 

 

School Council News 
At the Annual General Meeting of our school council held last night the following people were 
elected to positions as office bearers for the 2021 school year.  
President: Chris Lakey, Vice President : Dee Munro, Treasurer: Michelle Smith, Secretary: Jake 
Saddlier. In addition to our office bearers the following people complete our membership 
schedule. Jason McDonald, Chris Pollock, Dean Carter, Corey Condick, Moyra O’Donoghue 
and Russell Jeffrey.  
I wish to thank and congratulate those members who have accepted nominations to be office 
bearers this year. In addition, I wish to particularly thank Jason McDonald who has been our 
council vice president for the last six years and acknowledge his significant contribution to our 
school. Jason remains a council member and I look forward to working with him and our  
fellow councillors in this very special year for our school. It will be an exciting and productive 
year for our councillors given the facilities development project, our forthcoming school review 
and our community determination to make this a highly successful year for our students post 
the impact of COVID 2020.  
 

Easter Raffle 
The parents club easter raffle will be drawn on Thursday morning April 1st. As we do not have 
space currently to hold an end of term combined assembly with students, staff and parents we 
will conduct the draw with parent club representatives and broadcast the draw to the  
classrooms via Webex. Lucky winners of prizes outside of our school community will be  
notified by phone on the day. If your child or a family member wins a prize the student will be 
able to collect their prize from the office at 2:30pm on the day. 
 

Marong Primary School: A Child Safe setting. 
As a school community we are mandated by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications  
Authority to ensure the safety of the children within our school. To do this there are a number 
of steps and actions that we need to undertake. We are required to have specific policies in 
place such as the Child Safety Code of Conduct policy and the Child Safe policy. In addition all 
staff need to undertake annual training with regard to the process of mandatory reporting. 
Schools are mandated by the government to report  concerns they may have with regard to a 
child’s safety to the appropriate authorities. I am pleased to state that we are compliant with 
our obligations with respect to Child Safety. I wish to reaffirm that it is an expectation of our 
school community to ‘Say no to Violence”. We all have a duty of care for our students. For 
more information regarding the Chid Safe program please contact the principal. 
  

Cross Country  
Due to the wet weather the LCDSSA Cross Country scheduled for Monday, 22nd March was 
postponed. The sports committee will consider an alternative date and advise parents as soon 
as possible.   
 

School Fees 

Parents are reminded that payment of school fees are now due. Payment can be made at the 
office, via EFT, direct credit to the school’s bank account, (details can be provided from the  
office), or via our QKR app.  
It is extremely important when paying into our bank account you reference your surname and 
what the money is for. 
 
Fees for 2021  
 
Gr 3-6 students $195 per student  
 
Gr F-2 $170 per student 
 
Russell Jeffrey 

Principal    
 
 

 



 

 

Grade Prep/One News 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Footy Clinics 
All students will have the opportunity to engage in footy clinics on the oval at Malone Park.  
We are extra lucky to have Jack and Milla’s cousin Kobi running the clinic.  Student’s from 
grade six, prep and one attended their session today, with the remaining students from  
two-five getting their chance to attend the clinic on Monday, 29th March.   
If you have any questions, please see Miss Gallagher. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

First Aid 
A reminder that all asthma plans are now due back at school.   
As a result of our recent First Aid training, staff are unable to administer Ventolin to any  
student that does not have a current asthma plan on file.   
If you would like to discuss this further or require an additional form, please contact  
Miss Gallagher. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another crazy week for our prep/ones, with a lot of our littlies battling runny noses and 
coughs. This week we got to participate in the locals council’s education session about waste 
at homes. We learnt about what goes in the right bins and how we can recycle Colour Fun 
Run on Friday and all the fun that will bring. In numeracy this week we have continued to 
build our understanding of number as well as measurement. In writing our preps have  
gotten more comfortable using the dotted thirds and our ones have been giving detailed  
summaries of books. We are very settled within our routines and are happy getting all of our 
work done and watching the learning come to us.  



 

 

Grade Two/Three News 
And suddenly it's week nine…. Where has the term gone!?  
We've had a busy week with City of Greater Bendigo visiting us to have a chat about our waste. 
We learnt what items to put in the green, red, and yellow bins and how to dispose of our  
e-waste.  
On Friday we are SUPER EXCITED about the Colour Run. A BIG THANKS to the Parent's Club 
for organising and to everyone who has sent in white T-shirts with their child. On Monday, 
29th March, all 2/3s will be participating in a footy clinic so please make sure that they have 
sunscreen, hats, runners, and appropriate clothing to participate in. 
Tonight, we will be sending home information about what to bring to camp. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact either Matt or Sarah.  
 
This week the two/threes have focused on: 
Numeracy: Partitioning of numbers eg. 3764 (3000 + 700 + 60 + 4). 
Reading: Genre - We continued to focus on identifying fiction and non-fiction texts. Thank you 
to everyone who has been asking their child questions about their reader at home. We have 
seen a big improvement across 2/3s comprehension, and it is MUCH appreciated! 
Writing: two/threes: We are busily writing our Narratives in preparation for our end of term 

'Book Launch Party' on 31st March. We can't WAIT to show you the finished products. 
 

Just a heads up about next week, please let us know if your child has any allergies to chocolate 
as we have some delicious Easter activities planned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a fantastic week, 
 
 
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger 
 



 

 

Chaplains Corner 
This week I have been exploring the concept of student engagement. How do you make  
students attend school, feel enthusiastic or complete work if they don’t want to, or if they 
are struggling to feel a sense of achievement? As much as I would love to give a general, ‘one 
size fits all’ answer, I really don’t believe there is one. Many students feel disengaged be-
cause they might have a fear of failure, believe they cannot complete the work, or might be 
struggling with issues around anxiety or trauma.   
  
Through research and experience, I have found one particular determinant which may have 
the ability to influence student engagement, that is the fundamental human need of  
belonging. When students feel like they are connected to their environment and the people 
around them, they are able to retain more information and increase the amount of work 
they  
complete. Studies have shown that the feeling of social isolation is akin with actual physical 
pain, meaning we are created to want to be around other people, and know that we belong 
to a group.   
  
This is why it is so important for students to know they have and connections with the  

students and teachers around them. Some students feel that sense of belonging when they 
are in particular subjects, when they are outside playing, or the first thing in the  
morning when they are telling their teacher about what happened on the weekend.   
  
This week, I encourage you to look out for others who may seem isolated or disengaged,  
remembering that if they feel like they belong in the classroom and connected to those 
around them, they may be more productive and present.   
 
Katie 
 
 
 
 
 
Smile Squad is on the way to our 
school! 
All children deserve a healthy smile 
and to help make sure this  
happens  Smile Squad is funded via a 
$321.9 million Victorian Government program that provides free dental care to all Victorian 
public primary and secondary school students.  
The friendly Smile Squad dental team will visit the  Marong Primary School in Term Two 
soon to conduct a free annual dental health examination for every student and provide free 
follow up treatment as needed. 
What do parents need to do? 
We just need you to provide consent. Please read and sign the consent forms that came 
home with your child and return them to the classroom teacher. A sample pack of dental 
care products is provided free to all students at Marong PS. 
The Smile Squad team will check your child’s teeth and mouth and show them how to keep 
their teeth healthy and strong. They will also provide any preventive services you have  
consented for. If your child needs more treatment, the Smile Squad will contact you. 
Who is Smile Squad? 
The bright orange Smile Squad vans are staffed by experienced oral health therapists, dental 
therapists, dental assistants and dentists. They all have lots of experience treating children 
and a passion for improving their oral health – for life. 
Learn more about the Smile Squad by visiting www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au or contact the 
team at smilesquad@dhsv.org.au. 

http://www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au
mailto:smilesquad@dhsv.org.au


 

 

Grade 4/5/6 News 
 
This week our reading focus has been on ‘analysing’ popular children’s picture story books, 
such as ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘Grumpy Monkey’ and ‘The Problem with Problems’. We are learning to 
analyse the use of characters, setting, words, thoughts, illustrations, and purpose of the text, 
so we needed to analyse the text itself and not judge the book on whether we liked it or not or 
whether it was a book aimed at our level.  
Some of the analysing questions we should be thinking about when reading are the following; 

- Why do you think the character is acting the way he is? 
- What words did the author use to help connect your feelings to the topic? 
- Does the character show signs of internal conflict (he wants to do something but 
doesn’t know how to do it)? 
- What is the key turning point in the story? 

 
Students can be thinking about these types of questions when reading or watching shows & 
movies at home. 
 
While writing, we have been developing exciting endings to our narratives through the use of 
visual prompts and writing a number of different endings for one particular prompt.  We  
extended this knowledge to writing an exciting ending for a sticky situation such as ‘A friend 
has been bitten by a snake while out camping in the bush’. To complement our writing sessions 
we have focused on the use of apostrophes showing ownership, possession and contractions. 
 
Collecting and representing data in graphs has continued to be the focus during our maths 
sessions which the students seem to enjoy. Counting cars, surveying their peers about their 
favourite footy teams or dare we say… favourite teacher before graphing the results. 
Today some of us participated in a footy clinic. Please check out some photos below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Saddlier/Ms Patching/Ms Cooney 



 

 

Parents Club News 
 

Colour Explosion Run4Fun is tomorrow!! We're all set and looking forward to a great day 
for all the kids! Cash fundraising is now complete, please make sure this has been  

returned to the office. Online fundraising closes at 11.59pm tonight. White tshirts should 
now be in to your teacher. Please contact us on the email address below or on facebook if 
you need anything. The runs will kick off at the oval from 1pm, hope to see some parents 
there that can make it. Please keep those Easter supplies coming in, the tubs are looking 
good with all sorts of chocolate and easter craft goodies! And keep handing back those  

raffle tickets. That's it from us, term one nearly done! If anyone has any ideas, feedback 
or questions, you can email us on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.  

 

Auskick & NetSetGO 

Auskick and NetSetGO are back! The sessions will be held on Sunday's at Malone Park at 
10am for an hour. Auskick is kicking off on Sunday 18 April. The cost is $90 for the term 
and here is the link to register: https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/0d0152. Any  

questions, call Chris on 0438 445914. NetSetGO is kicking off on Sunday 2 May. The cost 
is $68 for the term, go to Marong Net Set GO on Facebook for more details and the link to 
register (it's long!). Any questions, call Stacey on 0407 024464.  

 

 
 
Breakfast Club News 
Katie and I are so excited to announce we have chosen our winner of the 'design our 
aprons' competition. This will be announced on Monday at our assembly. Over the past 
two weeks we have seen some really good ideas. From tie-dye designs to rainbow unicorn 
toast we have just about seen it all. Watch this space next week to see a photo of our 
aprons in action.  
A big thank you and well done to each and every student who has submitted their  
designs.  
 
Please join us next Thursday morning as we celebrate the last breakfast club of term one. 
There will be live music from a few of our music students, delicious food and some great 
vibes. We cant wait to see you there!  
 
Chelsie  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fafl%2Fregister%2F0d0152&data=04%7C01%7Cmarong.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca76992695edd4372434608d8eebcf246%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637521842587339156%7CUnk


 

 

 

Marong Primary School 
Students of the Week 

 
Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our 
school values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’  We acknowledge the  
following students for their efforts this week; 

 

Grade Prep/One S– Stella B 
Stella has come a long way in her confidence in approaching her writing, spelling and 
numeracy lately. She has been really responsible for her learning, listening carefully to 
instructions and attempting some challenging work. 
 

Grade Prep /One C/T - Macklin W 
Macklin is growing in confidence every day. He arrives with a smile on his face and is 
ready to learn. He is showing great persistence in developing his pencil grip and  
improving his writing stamina. Super effort Macklin! 
 

Grade Prep/One O- Indi S   

Indi has become so confident in the classroom as the weeks have gone on. She is  
putting up her hand more in class and is feeling happier to contribute to the classroom 
discussions. Indi is getting more work done and is becoming more responsible for her 
learning. She is always respectful and kind to her peers but she is showing some deeper 
connections to her friends and seems to be enjoying school more and more. Well done 
Indi!  
 

Grade Two/Three SR - Georgia H 
CONGRATULATIONS Georgia - Your hard work and effort has paid off! After taking  
Responsibility for her own learning and applying a 'Can Do Attitude' to her reading, 
Georgia has moved up two levels in reading. Keep up the BRILLANT work. Super proud 
of your achievement!!!  
 

Grade Two/Three  R - Tori  
For demonstrating ‘Respect, Responsibility and Honesty’ in all classroom activities this 
term. Tori always shows respect to others and is forever putting in her best work. She 
produces some wonderful work in the classroom due to the dedication she has to do her 
best. She is kind, helpful and always listens to others when speaking. A super start to 
grade two Tori. Keep it up! 
 

Grade Four/Five C– : Lachie B 
Lachie has worked really hard this week! He has been challenging himself to improve 
his timetables and has gone above and beyond to achieve this. Lachie has also been a 
great member of our class by contributing to class discussions and working well with 
his classmates. Awesome effort this week Lachie!  
 

Grade Four/Five P/S -  Jy B  
For consistently displaying all our school values. Our class hashad a number of  

teachers in the room this week and on every occasion the feedback has been “Jy has 
been working hard” and “what a delight Jy is to teach.” Thank you Jy, for being a  
wonderful member of our classroom.  
 

Grade Six J- Tayte T 
Tayte has been fantastic in and out of the classroom and has been working extremely 
hard on all tasks this week. The way he has applied himself to his math tasks has been 
fantastic and it’s awesome to see him becoming confident in his own ability. Well done 
on a great week Tayte, keep it up legend! 


