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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 

Dear Parents and Care-givers, 
Curriculum Day 
Parents are advised that the school will be closed on Friday, March 5th . This day has been set 
aside as a curriculum day as staff will be undertaking first aid training. Our OSHC staff will 
provide all day care for those requiring it commencing at 9am and closing at 5pm on the day. 
Bookings are essential and a limit on places available applies. Please contact Chelsie if you wish 
to make a booking. 
 
School Camps 
School Council has approved the following school camps for 2021.  
Grade 3/4 Log Cabin Camp Creswick :  Monday, April 19th to Wednesday, April 21st. This is the 
first week of term two. Costs associated with this camp are being finalised and will be sent out 
to parents of Grade 3/4 students tomorrow.  
Grade 5/6 Cottage By The Sea, Queenscliff/Monday, June 21st – Friday, June 25th. This is the 
last day of term two. Further details regarding this camp will be released as soon as possible. 
It is important that parents are aware that in preparation for camps we need to get a firm  
commitment as to the number of students wanting to attend. Once we have this number we 
confirm this with the camp venue. The number we provide them with at that time is the  
number they use to invoice the school. When one or more students withdraw, the school may be 
required to pay for them. In addition, most camps require a minimum booking and if a large 
number of students withdraw at short notice it may jeopardise the viability of the camp. These 
costs created by students withdrawing are a burden on school financial resources and the  
reality is that the cost of a student attending a camp is the parent responsibility. Consequently, 
I wish to advise that in the event a student withdraws from a camp, there is no guarantee that a 
refund in part or full will be made. Assistance with the cost of camps is available to eligible  
parents (see the item below) and families who may be experiencing financial hardship are  
welcome to discuss options with the principal. 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds 

Eligible parents may be entitled to a grant from the Department of Education to assist with the 
cost of camps and excursions. Holders of current Health Care cards are able to apply.  
Please contact our office for more information.  
 
School Council Elections 
Parents are advised that the 2021 School Council nominations will close on Friday, February 
26th at 4pm. In the event I receive the equivalent number of nominations as there are vacancies 
the nominees will all be elected. If there are less nominations than vacancies then all those 
nominated are declared elected and I will call for further nominations to fill remaining vacancies 
next week. 
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Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 

As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 

Diary Dates 

March 5th Curriculum Day First Aid training for staff (No School) 

March 8 th       Public Holiday Labour Day 
March 26th    Colour Fun Run           

April 1st     Last day of term one  
 



 

 

Cross Country 
Our local sports cluster the Loddon Calder District School Sports Association has nominated 
Monday, March 22nd for our annual cross country event, to be held at Malone Park, Marong. 
This event is for students in grades 3-6. Students from six schools will participate in this 
event. Training will commence next week. 
 
Junior Fun Day  
As a consequence of COVID 19, we will not be conducting our Junior Fun Day activities for students in 
grades P-two in conjunction with the cross country event. This is due to current restrictions and rules 
around sharing equipment between students from different schools. Staff will consider conducting an  
activity program just  for our Prep –two students in lieu of the Junior Fun Day. 
 

Foundation Students 
Parents of students in our Foundation classes are reminded that commencing next  
Wednesday, March 3rd these students are required to attend school on Wednesdays. 
 

Walking School Bus - Calling Volunteers 
Now that we have a school crossing supervisor, we would love to now begin a healthy culture 
of walking and riding to school by introducing a walking school bus. This will not only benefit 
our students and their families from a health perspective, but also by helping our  
environment. 
We are calling for volunteers to assist with our walking school bus. They will be 
responsible for meeting students at a designated pick up point in their estate and safely  
walking them to and from school. 
Our aim is to have the walking school bus operate on Wednesdays and Fridays, however this 
will be dependent upon the number of volunteers. We require at least one parent per ten  
students and we are hoping we can get volunteers from each of the main estates in  
Marong - Golf links, Discovery and Marong Run.  
If you are happy to volunteer or would like to know more about the walking school bus, please 
contact Mr Saddlier at the school. 
 

The World’s Greatest Shave 
We would like to make our school community aware of one of our students, Isaac P who is  
doing a very brave and selfless act for others. He is going to shave his hair off, for the World's 
Greatest Shave and then donate his hair to people that can't grow hair. 
We are also hoping to have Isaac undergo his ‘big shave’ during a special assembly at school 
for all to see via a WebEx link on the 11th March. 
If you would like support Isaac and donate to this wonderful cause, please visit the link below. 
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?
registrationID=804661&langPref=en-CA  
 

School Fees 

Parents are reminded that payment of school fees are now due. Payment can be made at the 
office, via EFT, direct credit to the schools bank account, (details can be provided from the  
office), or via our QKR app.  
It is extremely important when paying into our bank account you reference your surname and 

what the money is for. 
 
Fees for 2021  
 
Gr 3-6 students $195 per student.  
 
Gr F-2 $170 per student.  
 
 
Russell Jeffrey 

Principal               

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=804661&langPref=en-CA
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=804661&langPref=en-CA


 

 

Grade Prep/One News 
 
We have enjoyed a full week of school in the classroom this week. In numeracy our preps are 
working on teen numbers now and doing some very impressive work with place value and 
groups of ten while our grade one’s have been practising their carrying skills in double digit  
addition. In reading our focus has been to look at how to start and end a sentence as well as 
identifying the genre if a book. Our preppies have been busy perfecting how they write their 
name with accurate capitalisation as well as writing some new high frequency words. Our 
grade one’s have written a story about fire and studied how to use question marks. We are 
blown away by the effort of our junior school and their attitudes towards completing their best 
work. We look forward to parent teacher interviews next 
week, don’t forget to book in with your teacher via Dojo. 
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Mrs. Cook and Jess Taylor.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 2/3 News 
It has been fantastic to be back in the classroom this week. Congratulations to ALL students for 
settling back into learning. Oscar the turtle has been thrilled to see everyone back and enjoying 
lots of love. Ms Roediger's class has been researching key facts about the Murray River Short 
Neck Turtles and was shocked to find out that Oscar may live to 75 years old!!! 
This week the 2/3s have focused on: 
Numeracy: Understanding fractions, including the many forms they take. 
Reading: Retelling a fiction book in a sequenced order and including ALL the important bits. 
Writing: We're banning the boring beginnings and creating sizzling starts! 
Just a reminder that Mr Riordan and I have parent/teacher interviews starting week six, Mon-
day 1st March. If you would like to meet with us there is a timetable on the 2/3 room door or 
send us a message over Dojo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Riordan and Ms 

Roediger  
 

 



 

 

Grade 4/ 5/ 6 
It has been fantastic to be back in the classroom for a full week this week with the grade 
4/5/6 students. We have been learning about the Australian Government, the process of an 
election and discovering how laws and made and bills are passed. We have created our own 
class governments consisting of a Prime Minister and various party members and leaders who 
have worked together to create and pass a bill.   
 
In writing lessons, we have continued our work with narratives with a focus on creating  
sizzling starts. We have explored different techniques that can be implemented to engage our 
readers early and entice them to read on. Utilising these skills, we have taken stories we  
already know and rewritten their beginnings to make them sizzle. We have also continued  
developing our inferencing skills in reading, gathering evidence to determine themes and  
messages in stories, poems and short films.  
 
This week we also had the excitement of going for a walk to Malone Park for some much  
needed physical education. Everyone was very excited to be able to run around on the grass 
and play some games, something we have all missed with the construction work having taken 
over the oval and basketball court.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Walking school Bus. 
Our very first Walking School Bus will commence next week. We have had 15 families re-
spond, stating they would like their children to be involved however trying to coordinate the 
availability of volunteers means we were unable to get a walking school bus from each of our 
three main estates. 
Our walking school bus will operate on the following days/times and meeting places. 

 
 

Discover Marong Estate walking route 

 

 

 

 

Golf Links Estate walking route 

 

 

   

Estate Walking 
Days 

Starting point Walking Route 
(See below maps) 

Start-
ing 

Time. 

Discover Ma-
rong 

Tuesdays 
and Thurs-
days 

Corner of Dorset 
Drive and Falls 
Street 

Via 
Lisburn Street, 
Grafton Way & 
Pembroke Drive 

8:25am 

Golf Links Wednesdays 
and Fridays 

Corner of Carlin 
way and Ormond 
Drive 

Via 
Brampton Way & 
Evermore Drive 

8:30 am 



 

 

This week Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells attended our online assembly and spoke to the students 
about the importance of walking to school safely. She then met with our Student Leaders and 
presented them with a banner for our fence which will promote walking safely to school and 
encourage families to help embed a culture of active travel to and from Marong Primary School. 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
The other day I was reading Dr Seuss’ ‘Oh, the places you’ll go!’ with a student, because I love 
discussing the metaphors in it and the significance it has to everyday life. One page in the book 
really stood out to me, as I feel like it applies to adults more than children. The book refers to 
the ‘most useless place’ as The Waiting Place.   

  

“…for people just waiting.   

Waiting for a train to go,   

or a bus to come, or plane to go,   

or waiting around for a Yes or No.   

Everyone is just waiting.   

Waiting for the fish to bite,   

or waiting around for Friday night.   

Or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants,  

Or a wig with curls, or Another Chance.  

Everyone is just waiting”  

  

It made me consider what I was waiting for in life, or what meaningless things I was putting my 
energy towards. Perhaps upgrading my furniture, getting a bigger TV, plans for the weekend or 
even body image and what clothes are in my wardrobe. What we spend most of our time think-
ing about is often a reflection of what is in our hearts. What treasure are we building up day by 
day? Is it materialist objects? Are we waiting for meaningless things to happen, or are we put-
ting our energy towards deeper things?   

 
 
Feel Good Friday - Lunchtime Program 
Last week we kicked off our first, ‘Feel Good Friday’ lunchtime program. Approximately 30 dif-
ferent students came into the art room and spent their lunchtime listening to music, writing 
precious notes, and drawing pictures for their friends. Tomorrow the art room will be open 
again from 11:15-12:00, where we will be working on further creative expressions of kindness 
for those around us.   

Thank you for your support,   

Katie  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Parents Club News 
We were able to hold our first (socially distant) meeting last 
week, which also involved the AGM for 2021. Positions were 
filled as follows: President: Leah Ladson, Vice President:  
Nicole Cox, Treasurer: Stacey Lakey and Secretary:  
Bec Hammond. While also welcoming new and old faces of 
Terrie McKenzie, Melissa McDonald, Naomi Clarke, Lisa  
Bradley, Jessica Hope and Jodie Tyler as general committee 
members.  
Looking forward to a successful 2021!  
Lunch orders and zoopers are still running as normal. We have our Bunnings BBQ coming 
up on Saturday, March 13th at Epsom Bunnings, please comment on the facebook post or 
email us if you are able to help out for a shift. Our first event for the year is a colour fun 
run which will be held during school hours at Malone Park on Friday, March 26th, we're 
busy gearing up and will provide more information soon! That's it from us, if anyone has 
any ideas, feedback or questions, you can email us on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.   
Leah Ladson 
President 

 

 

Secondhand School Uniform for Sale 
All items are for sale for $2 until sold out. 
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Marong Primary School 
Students of the Week 

 
Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our 
school values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’  We acknowledge the fol-
lowing students for their efforts this week; 

 
Grade Prep/One S – Abi P 
Abi has shown tremendous confidence and responsibility in her work. She is keen to 
share her ideas and thoughts with he classmates and can be relied upon to work inde-
pendently. Her friendly and caring nature was spotted at several lunchtimes looking af-
ter people in need. Well done Abi.  
 
Grade Prep /One C/T– Alby T 
For demonstrating Respect and Responsibility in the classroom. Alby you are becoming 
more focused during independent work and taking responsibility for your own learning. 
Your listening skills are also improving each day.   
Keep up the great work Alby. Well done! 
 
Grade Prep/One O – Cooper H   
Cooper has made dramatic improvements since the beginning of prep. He is listening so 
well and giving everything a try even if he isn’t sure. His confidence has soared and he 
has become more of a responsible and settled learner. I am proud of his attitude and 
have noticed his big efforts in the room and in the yard. Keep it up Cooper.  
 
Grade Two/Three SR - Reegan W 
For demonstrating Respect and Responsibility. Over the past two weeks Reegan has set 
a personal goal of pushing himself to produce high quality work. It has been admirable 
to see him consistently going above and beyond to get the best out of himself and reach 
his goal. Congratulations Reegan - It is wonderful to see what you have been achieving!!!  
 
Grade Two/Three R– Aurora O  
For demonstrating ‘Respect, Responsibility and Honesty’ in all activities this week.  
Aurora always demonstrates our school values to others in our classroom and in the 
yard. She listens and responds and is focussed during all classroom activities.  
Well done on a super week Aurora! Keep it up.  
 
Grade Four/Five C– Jack M 
Jack consistently demonstrates all the school values. He works well independently and 
is always willing to help in the classroom. This week he has been enthusiastic and  
challenged himself, going beyond the set tasks to further his learning.  
Great work Jack, keep up the awesome efforts!  
 
Grade Four/Five P/S– Finn N 
For the values of Respect and Responsibility. Finn consistently displays these values 
both in the classroom and in the school yard. He can always be relied upon to help 

teachers and his fellow classmates, while completing tasks to the best of his ability.  
Well Done Finn.  
 
Grade Six J– Alexanda H 
Alex has been working hard and showing the school values. He is an excellent member 
of our class and he is always trying his best in every task and is always willing to help 
out in any way. This week he’s working extremely hard with his math and it’s definitely 
showing. Keep up the great work mate! 
 
 
 


