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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
Leave Commences 
As previously advised I am taking leave commencing on Monday, November 2nd. Jake Saddlier 
will be Acting Principal in my absence. Callum Arrowsmith will take over Mr Saddlier’s Grade 
3/4 teaching commitments. Callum will also continue to conduct Physical Education programs 
for all grades. I wish everyone all the very best for the remainder of the year.   

 

New School Website 
The web address remains the same as our previous address www.marongps.vic.edu.au  
There are some significant new features that will enhance our communication between the 
school and our community. On this website you will find our newsletters, contact details, policy 
guides, news, reminders, calendar and regularly updated photos of school activity. We are still 
adding to the site so somethings may not be fully uploaded but I’m confident that you will find 
this website user friendly and well presented. I wish to thank Mr Saddlier for organising this up-
grade via Sponsor Ed.   

 

School Facility Upgrade 
At last work has commenced on our facility upgrade. Site offices have been delivered and safety 
barriers installed. This week we have been emptying out our large storage shed as it will be de-
molished next week. We are hoping to reinstate the shed in another area of our yard as the stor-
age is critical to our needs. The facilities development will take place in 3 stages. Stage one will 
see the extension to our main building, which will include three new classrooms and a new  
staffroom,  scheduled to be finished and handed over for our use early term two 2021. Stage two 
will see the construction of the Performing Arts building and Stage three the development of our 
OSHC room. Landscaping will be then undertaken to complete the project. We are hopeful that 
everything will be completed by late Term four 2021.   

 

School Camps 
The following staff members are coordinating the respective school camps this year. If you have 
any questions please contact them. Grade 2 Camp Matt Riordan, Grade 3/4 Camp Corbin 
Stacey , Grade 5/6 Camp Jack Wardell. 
Parents can make full or part payments at anytime in the lead up to each camp. Please ensure 
full payment is completed prior to departure. If you need to discuss payments contact Mr Jeffrey 
up until tomorrow and Mr Saddlier from Monday, November 2nd.    

 

School Photos 
School photos are now permissible following the easing of some restrictions across the state. We 
have made a booking for Wednesday 25th November. Contact the office for details on ordering 
photos.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

Ph.:  54352288   Fax:  54352499    www.marongps.vic.edu.au 

SunSmart –

Diary Dates 
October       
30th  Prep students 100 days of learning 
and dress up. 

November 

9th -10th      Grade 2 Camp Billabong Ranch 
17th – 20th   Grade 5/6 Camp Halls Gap 
25th            School Photos 
December  
2nd – 4th       Grade 3/4 Camp Currumbene  
8th               Gazetted Orientation Day To be  

          confirmed. 
18th             Last day Term Four. 1:30 Dismissal 



 

 

Melbourne Cup Hat Parade 
Due to the current restrictions on whole school gatherings we are cancelling our annual  
Melbourne Cup Hat Parade this year. Students will undertake some classroom based Mel-
bourne Cup themed activities on Tuesday, November 3rd. 
 
 
 

Russell Jeffrey 

Principal 
 

 

 

SunSmart – Hat Policy 

A reminder to parents that children are now required to bring a hat each day to school.  The 
Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 
index reaches three or above.  As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
is reached most days.  Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 
that they are able to take part in outdoor play. 



 

 

Prep News 
 
How lucky were the Preps this week?  Not only did they enjoy a mid week public holiday but 
they were also allowed to dress up twice in one week! The Preps thoroughly enjoyed celebrating 
‘Book Week’ and loved their MARC class with Mrs Gentry. 
This week our reading strategy was ‘Chunky Monkey’! This strategy encourages students to 
look for chunks in words that they know, such as digraphs or blends. 
Our writing prompt this week has been ‘the Farm’, our students have brainstormed, planned 
and written a recount based on the prompt. We are really keen for each Prep to improve their 
use of capital letters and full stops in their writing this term. We would love for our families to 
support us by drawing attention to these conventions when listening to their children read 
each night. For example, ‘point to a capital letter on this page, where is the full stop in this 
sentence?’ etc. 
We are revising ‘money’ in numeracy this week and again this is a bit of a hit with the kids. 
Who doesn’t love getting to play with money, even if it is just ‘play’ money? 
The Prep, One, Two’s have been loving the four ‘Integrated Studies’ rotations. Each of the four 
groups will be taught for a fortnight by the following teachers: Mr Riordan - Sustainability & 
Environment, Miss O -  Indigenous Studies, Jess -Music & Dance and Miss Adams -Health. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers, 

The Prep Team 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
 
Another great week in the 1/2 classrooms. We all loved dressing up for Book Week. Many 
thanks to Mrs Gentry for organising. 
This week, student have been learning to;  
* Make an inference and identity rhyming words when reading. 
* To use capital letters and full stops when writing. 
* To show sharing and equal groups when solving division problems. 
Students also loved their P.E and S.T.E.M this week as always! 
A reminder, grade 2 camp is not far away. A list of what to bring will be coming out soon! 
Keep an eye out in your children’s bag. Also, yellow reader logs to come back to school each 
day. 
Mr Riordan and Miss O  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade Three/Four News 
It may have been another short week at school, but it has definitely been a busy one! 
On Monday we all got to dress up for Book Week and do some fun activities across the 
day.  Activities including making story bags, which we decorated with a book cover and then 
filled with characters and a setting poster related to our chosen book.  We also made some 
book marks, did word finds and some ‘Curious Minds, Curious Creatures’ colour ins.  Our 
Book Parade this year, looked a little different, but we hope everyone has had a chance to 
check it out on Dojo and see some of the amazing costumes.  Well done and thank you to all of 
the grown ups for helping making that possible. 
We’ve also worked on improving our hockey and team work skills through our SEPEP lessons 
over at Malone Park. 
In literacy we have continued with our reading goals and rubrics and self and peer assessing 
our writing – it’s been great to see how confident our students are getting at doing this – well 
done everyone. 
Thanks for another short but hard working week! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Grade Five/Six News 
In the grade 5/6 area students have continued learning about speech writing and delivery, 
they have finished off their models of the Marong town centre and what they would like to 
see included in the future, and they have continued to make good progress on their  
passion projects. 
Next week, students will be working on sentence structure in writing, they will continue to 
develop their ability to deliver speeches and will work on directions and translations in 
maths.  
Aside from learning, the camp notes have been sent home with each child this week. They 
need to be brought back to the office as soon as possible so that we can get an accurate 
idea of numbers for the camp. If you any queries about the camp, please contact Mr. 
Wardell. 
Thanks and we look forward to a great week next week. 
Mr. Wardell and Mr. Johnstone 

 

Chaplains Corner 
This week I have been having lots of discussions about friendships.   
What makes a good friend?   
How do we respond when friends aren’t showing us kindness?   
  
If a friend does not treat you with the love and respect that you expect from somebody who 
is meant to support you, it can be hard and make us feel like seeking revenge or pushing 
that person away. It’s a very human reaction to put up walls and eliminate yourself from a 
friendship, before you feel like you will be excluded or hurt. We prove to ourselves that we 
no longer need that person in our life, by ignoring them, relying on other people and show-
ing malice in response. These are all protective mechanisms we use, to avoid facing the 
pain of rejection.   
  
It’s important to look beyond our initial feelings and realise that everybody makes mis-
takes, but more importantly, people often act a certain way, because of an issue that is 
effecting them and their life. The best thing to do when we have not been treated kindly by 
a friend, is recognise why they might be treating us this way, forgive, and find a way to 
move forward. This may be to distance yourself from that person, or it may mean that your 
forgiveness and kind heart will lead to healing and a change of heart in them.  
  
You never know how your kind response will change a situation around.   
 
Katie 
 
 

Book Club 
Could all Book Club orders and payment please be returned by tomorrow. 
Thank you. 
 

 

 



 

 

Book Week 2020 Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           



 

 

Parents Club News 

 

 

 

 

Parents Club News 

Lunch orders are back to normal next week, with orders in by no later than 9am on 
Wednesday. Reminder that mango orders are live on Qkr, orders close tomorrow, Friday 30 
October. Crazy Hair Day is back! This will be held next month on Wednesday, November 
25th and we’ll have donuts that day too! We’ll remind your closer to the date. That's it from 
us, as always, we’d love to hear any ideas or feedback, please email us 
at  parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.  
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OSHC News 
Although we have had two public holidays this fortnight we sure have had some busy days in 
before and after school care.  
We have celebrated book week by redesigning a characters outfit from one of our favourite 
books the boy in the dress.  
Another popular activity was making our own forky character.  We also enjoyed making our 
own costume accessories for dress up day.  
For football colours day we decorated our own jersey and socks.  
In before school care we have been getting into making forts. So far our best is with the two 
couches.   
 

 



 

 

One Day in 5: Join the Ride - Community Active Travel Planning Workshop 
Thursday 5th November 6–8pm  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95060730086?pwd=UlNpRGZiYXNoMnpZYTJrRU03VVpkUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 950 6073 0086 
Passcode: 3QP77s 
 
Are you interested in walking and riding to school? Would you like to know more, or even help 
support a culture of active travel to Marong Primary School?  
  
Local active travel expert Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells will facilitate a community active travel plan-
ning workshop with school families and staff as part of the One Day in 5: Join the Ride project 
that is happening at our school this term. Parents, students and staff are warmly invited to par-
ticipate in the workshop, which will explore: 

Why active travel to school matters 
Results from parent and student surveys 
Your vision for active travel to Marong PS 
Safe options for active travel 
Building an active travel culture. 

Contact Mr Saddlier at school if you would like to know more. 
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The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 
Grade Prep/A– Rory M 
For showing ‘Confidence’ and ‘Persistence’ when facing new learning challenges within 
the classroom. Rory always approaches the tasks I set him with a positive and “can do” 
attitude, no matter how tricky they might be. In particular, he has been working ex-
tremely hard at his comprehension skills when reading difficult texts. You set a great 
example for all your classmates Rory. Keep it up!   

 

Grade Prep C/T– Zac A 
for demonstrating ‘Resilience’ during such a busy week. Zac has also shown great per-
sistence when applying himself in the classroom, especially during our literacy block. 
Well done buddy keep up the amazing work. We are very proud!  
 

Grade One/Two O- Stevie W 
Stevie has been a star since returning back to onsite learning and has impressed me 
with her presence in the classroom. Stevie has her hand up every time I ask a question 
and gives worthwhile and thought out responses. Her reading ability has rocketed this 
term and she is fantastic at setting and using her own goals. Stevie brings a vibrant en-
ergy into the room and always makes me and her peers laugh and smile. Keep it up 
champ!     

 

Grade One/Two R- Jett A 
For showing ‘Organisation’ and ‘Persistence’ in his work this week. Jett has been work-
ing hard on being organised and showing persistence in his work. He has shown that he 
is happy and getting along well with others in the yard. A positive few weeks at school 
Jett. You should be very proud of your efforts! 
 

Grade Three/Four S - Jack M 
Jack has been a superstar this week. Showing great enthusiasm and pride in his writ-
ing, research and reading goals. He encourages others to stay on task, try their best and 
to keep going. Some great characteristics of a future leader. Well done Jack.    

 

Grade Three/Four P/S-  Ned A  
For displaying ‘Responsibility’ during class time. Ned has been applying himself really 
well to each and every learning task, asking clarifying questions and working hard to 
complete tasks. Well done!    

 

Grade Five/Six W- Tye S 
For showing responsibility in his learning this week. Tye has been working hard on his 
maths project, and in his other areas of learning and is showing great progress. Well 
done and keep up the hard work Tye!    

 

Grade 5/6 J-Bella O 
For demonstrating ‘Confidence and Organisation’ in classroom activities this week. Bella 

has been working hard during class time, displaying confidence in her writing and on 
her Passion Project. Well done on another great week Bella, keep it up! 



 

 

Marong Junior Cricket Club 

Hello everyone, 

With the easing of Covid restrictions in Regional Victoria, junior cricket is back on the agenda, with 
the start date scheduled for the first weekend in November. Woolies  Junior Blasters which is the 
cricket equivalent of Auskick, where kids are introduced to, and taught, the most basic of cricket 
skills by a qualified coach will start on Thursday, October 22nd finishing on Thursday 17th  

December.  

All other age groups play in competitions traditionally on Friday night, Saturday morning and Sun-
day morning. 

Training times and dates will be announced shortly, but we are expecting to start in the next week.  

If you are interested in any of these grades or the Woolies junior blasters please register via this 
link   

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=2725__;!!DMYgIb-w!
i9xyIILM98KLXMlNLBWnwZGFo3YMldqfc_aDjDRr3BoJhELqCrBo7hHRyA7F26ZMSJ5k$ 

or call me on 0427104484 or the new Marong CC junior coordinator Belinda Atkinson on 
0407698762 for more information. 

Yours in cricket, 

Greg Toomey 

PS: If you have friends, siblings or even dads looking for a game of cricket everyone is always wel-
come at Marong Cricket Club in our junior or senior teams. 
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