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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

New School Website 
I am very pleased to be able to announce that our new school website was launched yesterday. 
The web address remains the same as our previous address www.marongps.vic.edu.au.  
There are some significant new features that will enhance our communication between the 
school and our community. On this website you will find our newsletters, contact details, policy 
guides, news, reminders, calendar and regularly updated photos of school activities. We are still 
adding to the site so somethings may not be fully uploaded but I’m confident that you will find 
this website user friendly and well presented.  
I wish to thank Mr Saddlier for organising this upgrade via Sponsor Ed. 
 
School Facility Upgrade 
At last work has commenced on our facility upgrade. Site offices have been delivered and safety 
barriers installed. This week we have been emptying out our large storage shed as it will be  
demolished next week. We are hoping to reinstate the shed in another area of our yard as the 
storage is critical to our needs. The facilities development will take place in three stages. Stage 
one will see the extension to our main building, which will include three new classrooms and a 
new staffroom, scheduled to be finished and handed over for our use early term 2, 2021. Stage 
two will see the construction of the performing arts building and stage three the development of 
our OSHC room. Landscaping will be then undertaken to complete the project. We are hopeful 
that everything will be completed by late term four 2021. 
 
School Camps 
The following staff members are coordinating the respective school camps this year. If you have 
any questions please contact them.  
Grade 2 Camp Matt Riordan  
Grade 3/4 Camp Corbin Stacey 
Grade 5/6 Camp Jack Wardell 

Parents can make full or part payments at anytime in the lead up to each camp. Please ensure 
full payment is completed prior to departure. If you need to discuss payments contact Mr Jeffrey 
up until Friday, October 30th and Mr Saddlier from Monday, November 2nd. 
 
Public Holidays 
The school will be closed tomorrow October, 23rd due to the Grand Final weekend public holiday 
and we will also be closed on Wednesday, October 28th due to the Bendigo Cup holiday. 
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SunSmart –

Diary Dates 

October       

23rd   Grand Final Public Holiday No School 

26th  Book Week Dress Up day 
28th   Bendigo Cup Holiday  No School  

30th  Prep students 100 days of learning and 

dress up. 

November 

9th -10th      Grade 2 Camp Billabong Ranch 

17th – 20th   Grade 5/6 Camp  Halls Gap 

December  
2nd – 4th       Grade 3/4 Camp Currumbene  



 

 

Melbourne Cup Hat Parade 
Due to the current restrictions on whole school gatherings we are cancelling our annual  
Melbourne Cup Hat Parade this year. Students will undertake some classroom based Mel-
bourne Cup themed activities on Tuesday, November 3rd. 
 
 
 

Russell Jeffrey 

Principal 

SunSmart – Hat Policy 
A reminder to parents that children are now required to bring a hat 
each day to school.  The Marong Primary School SunSmart policy  

requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV index reaches 
three or above.  As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV 
exposure is reached most days.  Students may like to leave their hats 
at school in their lockers to ensure that they are able to take part in 
outdoor play. 



 

 

Prep News 
 
Mon 26th October - Book week celebration.  

Students can dress up as a favourite book character. 
Fri  30th October - 100 days of Learning celebration. Students can dress like they are 100 
years old! 
 

The Preps have been working hard this week to learn new topics and revise previously taught 
topics. 
In reading, the ‘Stretchy Snake’ strategy has been our focus this week.  
When we find a new word challenging, we can stretch out each of the sounds to help us form 
the whole word. We have also revised the ‘th’ and ‘ng’ digraphs in words such as, ‘thing’ and 
‘that’. 
In writing, the preps have planned and written a narrative.  
Their prompt, ‘food’, was related to this week’s big book ‘Possum Magic’.  
In the story, the possums needed to find food to help make Hush visible.  
In numeracy, we have been exploring ‘money’. They are learning to identify and classify  

Australian coins and notes. The Preps love getting to play with the pretend money. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have lots of Reading Milestones 
this week! 
Charlee for 125 nights of reading. 
Stella for 100 nights of reading. 
Alli for 150 nights of reading. 
Pheonix for 25 nights of reading. 
Varli for 100 nights of reading. 
Sienna for 100 nights of reading. 
Evelyn for 100 nights of reading. 
Mitch for 100 nights of reading. 
Jax for 200 nights of reading. 
 
Fantastic work Preps, keep it up! 
The Prep Team 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
We were ready to go this week, like always and have had an enjoyable yet busy time at 
school. Our 1/2 classrooms have been working their guts out and heading full speed ahead 
towards improving their learning.  
We have had a heavy focus in literacy on developing a better understanding of how to  
separate ideas using paragraphs and full stops. Our numeracy has lead up towards  
multiplication and I cannot tell you how impressed we have been that our juniors are  
understanding the concept so well. We have also had fun celebrating  
Footy Colours Day and showing off our sporting spirit.  We are starting to see a trend of 
some dramatic improvements and are looking forward to see what else these little ones can 
do.  
Miss O’Donoghue and Mr. Riordan.  
 
Grade Two Camp – Medication 
Grade two camp  is fast approaching. In order to be as organised as we possibly can prior to 
the date of departure, we would like families to provide details regarding any medical/
medication requirements for your child.  Forms are available at the office or can be emailed 
to you.  We would appreciate it if they could be completed and returned prior to Monday, 
9th November. 
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr Riordan or myself can be contacted at school to discuss any  
requirements. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade Three/Four News 
This week we have been discussing some different stories and thinking about how the author’s 
hold the readers’ interest by using different techniques. We read a poem by Doug McLeod and 
a book by Jeannie Baker called Window. Students then had the opportunity to be creative with 
their own illustrations of what they were viewing through their window. 

Our writing focus this week has continued to challenge our students to ‘bump it up’ to the 
next level by self, peer and teacher assessments. Students have assessed their own narratives 
against the curriculum and listened to peer feedback before identifying their own writing goals 

to assist them to make their stories better. An example of a goal might be ‘to add more detail to 

my main character’. 

While working in Numeracy, students have continued to strengthen their ability at working on 
the four operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We have also enjoyed 
working on the reflection, translation and rotation (flip, slide and turn) of shapes and mapping 
with grid coordinates. 

Next Tuesday we will have our introductory ‘Join the Ride’ sessions in which the students will 
work with Nicola from the city council about traveling safely to and from school. 

Remember Tomorrow is the ‘Thank you Victoria’ Public Holiday and next Wednesday is the 
Bendigo Cup public holiday. 

Celebrating birthdays this week: Rhylan T and Miller B and apologies to Aiden H and Seth H 

for missing their birthdays in last week’s newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade Five/Six News 
This week the grade 5/6 students had a great week. We worked hard on reading, writing 
and numeracy as we always do. Students also had some extra curricula activities with 
footy colours day and 5/6 Wardell even had two snakes brought into the classroom. We 
have been really pleased with the overall effort and engagement of the grade 5/6s and we 
encourage them to keep this up for the rest of the term. 
Next week students will be facing some testing in all areas of their learning, and will  
continue to work on their passion projects along with the usual learning in reading,  
writing and numeracy. 
Well done on a great week 5/6. Go the Tigers! 
Mr. Wardell and Mr. Johnstone 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaplains Corner 
This week I had a really meaningful conversation about focusing on the small wins in life. 
We were discussing how sometimes it’s hard to get out of bed in the morning, and some-
times all we want to do is stay in our bedroom, close the door, and not talk to anyone. 
When life seems overwhelming, or we are faced with a hard task, often we just want to 
hide.   
  
It’s okay to feel that way, and it’s okay to have days where we struggle to face the world. 
On these days, or any day, it’s a good strategy to focus on the small wins. It can be basic 
tasks, like putting on your clothes, eating breakfast or getting in the car. When we focus 
on the positives, and allow ourselves to be proud of the smaller things we do, it often leads 
to us being able to achieve bigger things.  
  
When people achieve great things in life, it always starts with the small wins. When you 
win a race, you need to start the day by getting out of bed and putting on your shoes. Or 
when you finish reading a long book, you need to start by reading the first page.  
  
Try to focus on the small wins in life, and the big things just might not seem so big any-
more.   
Katie 
 

Book Club 
Could all Book Club orders and payment please be returned by Friday, 30th October. 
Thank you. 
 



 

 

Chinese News 
Prep to Two: In book weeks, Prep students read a Chinese idiom story - Ye Gong Hao Long, 
which literally means the Chinese of Lord Ye’s Love of Dragon. In this story, Ye Gong loved to 
read about dragons and think about dragons, however, when he saw the real dragon, he got 
very scared and ran way. It seemed that Ye Gong didn’t really like dragons. He only liked 
things resembling dragons.  
Grade One and Two: Students read the story – The Magic Paintbrush. They also write their 
own stories about how they would use their magic power to help the poor people if they had a 
magic paint brush, which includes picture illustration. Our busy kids are helping to build the 
houses for the homeless people. They build schools for those people who do not have access to 
education. It is hard to imagine that they even draw a new planet to provide more space and 
food for the over populated countries.  
Grade Three and Four: Students revise the vocabulary of animals and play charades. They 
also learn how to count animals using the measure word in Chinese. 
Grade Five and Six: Students work in different groups to film a video clip, in which they sing 
a Chinese song with their stylish dance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parents Club News 

 

 

 

Parents Club News 

Lunch orders next week will run as normal, but orders need to be in by no later than 9AM 
TUESDAY, due to the public holiday on Wednesday. Reminder that mango orders are live 
on Qkr, orders close Friday, 30 October. Please reach out if you would like a paper form. 
We're hoping to get Crazy Hair Day back in this term as the kids missed out in August. 

We will have more info on that next week. That's it from us, as always, we’d love to hear 
any ideas or feedback, please email us on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com, enjoy your 
long weekend (Go Cats)!! 

mailto:parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com


 

 

One Day in 5: Join the Ride - Community Active Travel Planning Workshop 
Thursday 5th November 6–8pm  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95060730086?pwd=UlNpRGZiYXNoMnpZYTJrRU03VVpkUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 950 6073 0086 
Passcode: 3QP77s 
 
Are you interested in walking and riding to school? Would you like to know more, or even help 
support a culture of active travel to Marong Primary School?  
  
Local active travel expert Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells will facilitate a community active travel plan-
ning workshop with school families and staff as part of the One Day in 5: Join the Ride project 
that is happening at our school this term. Parents, students and staff are warmly invited to par-
ticipate in the workshop, which will explore: 

Why active travel to school matters 
Results from parent and student surveys 
Your vision for active travel to Marong PS 
Safe options for active travel 
Building an active travel culture. 

Contact Mr Saddlier at school if you would like to know more. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95060730086?pwd=UlNpRGZiYXNoMnpZYTJrRU03VVpkUT09


 

 

Book Week at Marong 

This year Book Week will be celebrated on 

Monday, October 26th   

Students can dress up as their favourite book character for the day. 

MARC lessons on this day (and for most of term four) will be based on 

some of the short-listed books.  
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The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 
Grade Prep/A– Skyla W 
For demonstrating ‘Resilience’ in the classroom and in the school yard.  Skyla has  
coped particularly well with changes in the classroom and demonstrating a high  
standard of work. 
 

Grade Prep C/T– Abbie S 
For demonstrating persistence when completing all of our daily literacy activities and in 
particular trying hard to work towards her achieving her writing goals. We are so very 
proud of you Abbie, keep up the positive attitude and good work.   

 

Grade One/Two O- Darcie C  

I have noticed Darcie really working towards getting student of the week and I am proud 
to announce that she has done it! Darcie has been thinking about her thinking and  
given profound and deep answers to the questions I have been asking in class. Darcie 
has been using her goals to improve herself and is understanding her own learning  
better than ever! She is a worthy student of the week and I hope she continues to work 
this hard for the remainder of the year! GOOD WORK DARC!!!  
 
Grade One/Two R- Willow N 
For showing ‘Confidence’ and ‘Organisation’ in all classroom activities this week. Willow 
has shown she is organised and working hard in the classroom during each activity. 
She is confident in her tasks and always puts in her best. Well done Willow! 
 

Grade Three/Four S - Chloe T 
Chloe has been exceptional this week, responding really well to feedback and showing it 
in her writing. Her times table test was a pleasure to correct as it showed her dedication 
in practising over remote learning. Well done Chloe. 
 

Grade Three/Four P/S-  Kallan H   
For working hard in writing sessions this week. Kallan has been adding details to his 
characters and setting using wonderful descriptive vocabulary. Well done Kallan!  
 
Grade Five/Six W- Max O’D  
For showing great persistence this week. Max had a great week, persisting in all areas of 
learning and really trying his best at all tasks. Well done on a great week Max. 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Allie G  
Allie has had a great week and has been displaying persistence and confidence  
throughout. Allie’s positive attitude and work ethic have been outstanding, so much so, 
her peers also recognised her effort. Well done Allie, super work! 



 

 

Marong Junior Cricket Club 

Hello everyone, 

With the easing of Covid restrictions in Regional Victoria, junior cricket is back on the agenda, with 
the start date scheduled for the first weekend in November. Woolies  Junior Blasters which is the 
cricket equivalent of Auskick, where kids are introduced to, and taught, the most basic of cricket 
skills by a qualified coach will start on Thursday, October 22nd finishing on Thursday 17th  

December.  

All other age groups play in competitions traditionally on Friday night, Saturday morning and Sun-
day morning. 

Training times and dates will be announced shortly, but we are expecting to start in the next week.  

If you are interested in any of these grades or the Woolies junior blasters please register via this 
link   

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=2725__;!!DMYgIb-w!
i9xyIILM98KLXMlNLBWnwZGFo3YMldqfc_aDjDRr3BoJhELqCrBo7hHRyA7F26ZMSJ5k$ 

or call me on 0427104484 or the new Marong CC junior coordinator Belinda Atkinson on 
0407698762 for more information. 

Yours in cricket, 

Greg Toomey 

PS: If you have friends, siblings or even dads looking for a game of cricket everyone is always wel-
come at Marong Cricket Club in our junior or senior teams. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=2725__;!!DMYgIb-w!i9xyIILM98KLXMlNLBWnwZGFo3YMldqfc_aDjDRr3BoJhELqCrBo7hHRyA7F26ZMSJ5k$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=2725__;!!DMYgIb-w!i9xyIILM98KLXMlNLBWnwZGFo3YMldqfc_aDjDRr3BoJhELqCrBo7hHRyA7F26ZMSJ5k$

