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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents and Care-givers, 
 
Last Friday I received a telephone call advising me that the Minister of Education, Mr James Merlino, was 
intending to visit our school on Thursday, 10th March. The Minister was coming to perform a 
“Turning of the Sod” ceremony in recognition of the commencement of work on our new  
facilities. Unfortunately this visit did not occur as Mr Merlino has been elevated to the position 
of Acting Premier of Victoria in the absence of Daniel Andrews. The advice I received yesterday 
was that it is unlikely that the proposed visit will be rescheduled. As Mr Merlino has already  
visited our school on two previous occasions and given that there is over 1500 state schools in 
Victoria, Marong Primary School has certainly had above average access to the Minister’s time.  
 
School Camps 
Permission notes for this camp are being sent home today. I respectfully request that these 
forms are completed as soon as possible and returned to the school so that we can inform the 
camp owners of the number of students attending. The cost for this camp will be $260 per  
student. This price includes accommodation, food, camp based activities such as canoeing,  
flying fox, archery, initiative games, giant swing, a visit to the Ballarat Wildlife Park and 
transport. 
Camp permission forms must be returned to the office no later than 9am Wednesday, March 
30th . 
  
Grade Six legends Polo Tops.  
Our grade six students were very excited to receive their legends polo tops this week. Through 
the generosity of our parents club each student received a polo top free of charge. On behalf of 
the students I wish to thank our parents club for their continued support of our school. The 
funds generated by parents club via lunches and other activities are consistently used to  

provide all manner of resources for the benefit of our students. 
 
Camps and Excursion Funds 
Eligible parents may be entitled to a grant from the Department of Education to assist with the 
cost of camps and excursions. Holders of current Health Care cards are able to apply. Please 
contact our office for more information.  
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Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 

As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 

Diary Dates 

March 12th       Richmond Tigers Virtual Zoom Clinic   

March 22nd      LCDSSA Cross Country. Malone Park 10am -12.30pm 
March 26th       Colour Fun Run   

March 30th       Grade 3/4  Camp notices due.   

March 31st       School Council AGM and March Meeting 7pm     

April 1st        Last day of term one  

April 19th          Term Two Commences.                   

                          Grade 3/4 students depart for camp.  



 

 

Cross Country Helpers Needed 
Our local sports cluster the Loddon Calder District School Sports Association has nominated 
Monday, March 22nd for our annual cross country event, to be held at Malone Park Marong. To 
ensure this event is a success I am seeking volunteers who would be prepared to spend the 
morning out on the track to ensure the runners stay on course. Parents who volunteer for this 
role (Point Duty) have the opportunity to see all runners as they make their way around the 
course. In addition they play a vital role notifying the event coordinator should a participant  
require first aid. If you are able to help, please notify Mr Jeffrey or Mr Riordan.  
 

School Fees 

Parents are reminded that payment of school fees are now due. Payment can be made at the 
office, via EFT, direct credit to the school’s bank account, (details can be provided from the  
office), or via our QKR app.  
It is extremely important when paying into our bank account you reference your surname and 
what the money is for. 
 
Fees for 2021  

 
Gr 3-6 students $195 per student.  
 
Gr F-2 $170 per student.  
 
 
Russell Jeffrey 
Principal               



 

 

Grade Prep/One News 
It was all about getting back into routine in Prep/One this week after the long weekend. We 
have been continuing our spelling programs and are seeing big results. In numeracy we have 
had a big focus on place value and our Prep/One’s are right on the way to being able to  
understand the concepts of bigger numbers. Our preps are now working on vowels and  
beginning reading some Constanent, Vowel, Constanent words and our grade one’s have been 
working hard on repetitive language. We look forward to our virtual footy session tomorrow as 
well as our weekly buddy sessions.  
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Mrs. Cook and Jess Taylor.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 2/3 News 
After a lovely four days off, the 2/3s have enthusiastically returned to the classroom! Each 
Tuesday we have been heading over to Malone Park to participate in some group games to  
promote teamwork, coordination, leadership, and healthy competition (even the teachers get 
involved!). 
 
This week the 2/3s have focused on: 
Numeracy: Addition - adding single- and double-digit numbers and how to count on from a 
number. It has been fantastic to see some lightbulb moments occurring and peer to peer  
teaching. 
Reading: Genre - Is it fiction or non-fiction, how do we know and what evidence supports this. 
Writing: We've started working on our concepts for our Narrative. Students are individually 
working on their own picture fiction book and are VERY excited about presenting their story at 
the end of term 'Book Launch Party'. 
 
This Friday morning, we are very excited to participate in the AFL AAMI Virtual Community 
Camp. We will be virtually joining other local primary schools to meet Richmond players and 
learn more about football. Student's will have the opportunity to ask questions and engage. 

Thanks, Ms Gallagher, for organising this opportunity for us! 
 
Have a fantastic week, 
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger 



 

 

Grade 4/5/6 News 
 
“We have to get out of here…NOW!” Joshua called, frantically. 
“I hear you!” Jenna cried, picking up speed. “Remember the rules… we must never, ever be 
seen!” 
 
This week we have been focussing on improving our narratives with dialogue. We have had a 
lot of fun by re-enacting a scene from the play ‘Dreamcatcher’ by Jen McVeity and analysing 
character traits solely based on what they say. 
We have also been building on our comprehension skills of analysing by identifying the par-
ticular use of language features and devices authors use in their writing. This week’s focus 
has been on similes and metaphors. We all agree that ‘Mr Saddlier is as nice as pie’ and that 
‘all students in grade 4/ 5 and 6 are angels’. 
Try these out at home. Are the following song lyrics similes or metaphors? 
Life is a highway, I want to ride it all night long. 
Baby, you’re a firework, come on let your colours burst. 
My heart is like an open highway, like Frankie said I did it my way. 
Just like a moth drawn to a flame, oh you let me in I couldn’t sense the pain. 

I’ve got that sunshine in my pocket, got that good soul in my feet. 
 
In Numeracy sessions this week we have continued to focus on decimals by spending a 
budget of $50.00 at the supermarket on five dinner meals for the week. Seems like spaghetti 
bolognaise is a very popular and cost effective meal! 
Mr Saddlier and Ms Patching 



 

 

Breakfast Club News   
Breakfast club has been a big hit once again. While we are waiting on our delivery from Food 
Bank Victoria, there is definitely no hungry tummies.  
This morning on the menu was toast, fresh fruit, fruit cups, breakfast biscuits and hot  
chocolate!  
We are running a competition for breakfast club. We are asking students to design our new 
aprons for breakfast club. Please see Chelsie for details.  
Chelsie and Katie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OSHC News 
This week in before school care the students have 
been holding their own fitness competition. They 
have set records for push ups, jogging and  
planking. This has been really interesting for me 
to watch. The way they encourage and support 
each other is just amazing.  
It is great to see the students taking increasing  
responsibility for their own health and fitness.  
On the curriculum day last Friday we had an 
amazing day. We did some gardening, painting 
and some baking. The highlight of the day was 
going for a walk to the op shop. We are so grateful for 
the kind ladies at the Old Fire Shed op shop for  
donating some toys and books to oshc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

STEM 
Another fun week in STEM!  The Prep/Ones explored coding with the Bee Bots.  They spent 
time exploring the Bee Bots and then were able to use this knowledge to help Little Red Riding 
Hood reach her grandma’s house. The photos show how engaged the students were and the  
enjoyment they shared. 
The 2/3 and 4/5/6’s continued working towards their landmark projects.  Students worked 
well and shared some cool facts amongst the grade. 
Fun fact of the week 
The Great Barrier Reef was discovered when Captain James Cook ran his ship aground on the 
reef in 1770. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parents Club News 
Thank you to all the volunteers for our 
Bunnings BBQ. We are looking forward to a  
successful day for the school this Saturday 
at Epsom Bunnings. Come visit and buy a 
snag!  
The Colour Explosion School Run4Fun. 
Fundraising is well underway. Thanks to all 
the legends that have signed up for the 
online fundraising, we already have fifty 
nine trees promised and some good money 
raised for the school. Can students please 
start bringing in a white t-shirt to their 
teachers from Monday,15th March making sure one has been supplied by the 25th March.  
No t-shirt, no participation. Please let your teacher know if you don't consent for your 
child to participate. More details will be provided as we get closer. Due to the shop being 
unavailable, there will be no lunch orders next Friday, March 19.  
Please keep those Easter supplies coming in. The tubs are looking good with all sorts of 

chocolate and easter goodies!  
Raffle tickets will be sent home with families tomorrow. That's it from us, if anyone has any 
ideas, feedback or questions, you can email us on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chaplains Corner 
This week, I have to admit, I got a little frustrated. Frustrated at my dog for digging up the 
garden, frustrated at the attitudes of people around me, frustrated that it has started to get 
cold of a morning, and frustrated that there aren’t enough hours in the day to get every-
thing done that I want to.  
However, I discovered that instead of solving any of my problems, or making me feeling 
better about my life dilemmas, my frustration just made me feel more frustrated. I believe 
we are always being taught a lesson in life, and maybe this week, my lesson was that I 
need to change my frustrations into gratitude. So instead of focusing on my frustrations 
next week, I’m going to find the silver lining. I’m going to be thankful that I have a healthy 
dog and a passion for gardening, thankful for the people around me who approach life  
differently, thankful for my warm bed and thankful that I have so many wonderful things 
to do.  
  
A kid’s program I used to watch when I was younger had an episode focused on the spirit 
of thankfulness. I still remember the song that was sung at the end, “A thankful heart is a 
happy heart, I’m glad for what I have, it’s an easy way to start.”  
Katie 
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Marong Primary School 
Students of the Week 

 
Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our 
school values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’  We acknowledge the  
following students for their efforts this week; 

 
Grade Prep/One S– Harper B 
Harper has been super enthusiastic in class this week. She has been identifying words 
in her readers, counting confidently in maths and becoming really honest with her 
work, trying her best every day. Well done Harper. 
 
Grade Prep /One C/T - Gen R 
For demonstrating confidence when coming to school each day and completing her work 
independently. Gen is also seeking help if she is unsure and confidently joining into 
class discussions. Keep up the great work Gen, we are very proud! 
 
Grade Prep/One O- Andy D  
Andy has impressed me so much this year. He has been working harder than ever, and 
has been such a leader in the classroom. Andy is independent and is the first student to 
offer help to his peers. He is kind and selfless, wanting to make the people around him 
happy. Andy has gone the extra mile this week with his reading saying things like “I just 
want to challenge myself and do the best I can”. Keep it up Andy!  
 
Grade Two/Three SR - Cogan C 
Cogan has been working VERY VERY hard at sloooooowing his writing down. As a result 
of demonstrating Respect and Responsibility for his own learning Cogan's writing and 
quality of work has skyrocketed!!! Congratulations Cogan - it is wonderful to see how 
much your work has improved!!!  
 
Grade Two/Three  R - Draven S 
For demonstrating ‘Respect, Responsibility and Honesty’ in all classroom activities.  
Draven is a super student in our room, always working to the best of his ability. He is 
respectful, always listens and gets along well with all students. A super week and year 
Draven. Keep it up.  
 
Grade Four/Five C– Ariel S 
Ariel consistently represents our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Honest. 
She has worked really hard this week and continually gives her best to every task she is 
set. Great effort Ariel, keep up the awesome work.  
 
Grade Four/Five P/S - Chiara L   
For displaying the school value of Honesty in her schoolwork. Chiara continues to  
challenge herself with her work on decimals and has achieved great success. Keep 
working hard Chiara, Your effort is paying off and you are doing very well in numeracy 
sessions. 

  
Grade Six J-Allie G 
Allie has had an excellent week this week and the way she has applied herself to her 
work has been wonderful to see. This week for writing, Allie has demonstrated an ability 
to be creative and engaging with her writing style, while experimenting with different  
devices. Well done Allie, keep up the great work! 
 
 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Chelsie and Katie need your help to design our new aprons for breakfast club.  Please 
fill the box below with your design and remember to use as much colour as you can. 

You may like to draw some breakfast items or  even write “Breakfast club” in fancy writ-
ing. You could even design the apron based on our breakfast clubs nickname “Café 
ate:47” . Our breakfast club has been given this nickname due to the fact that just 

about every morning so far we have gotten an influx of students at 8:47am.  

Please hand your entry to the office or Chelsie at breakfast club on Thursday and Fri-

day mornings.  

This competition will close on Thursday the 25th of March and the winning design will 

be announced at assembly on Monday the 29th of March.  

We look forward to  seeing your creative ideas and cant wait to reveal the end result.  

Chelsie and Katie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name…………………………………………………………………………...Age……………….Class……………………….. 


