
 

 

Volume 26 Issue 2  11th February 2021 

 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 

 

 
 2021 School Council Elections 
Parents are advised that the 2021 School Council election process will commence on Friday 
February 18th . School Council is the governing body of the school and the members work as 
part of a team that supports the principal in providing the best possible educational outcomes 
for students. It is a rewarding experience as each councillor brings their own valuable life skills 
and knowledge to the role. Our council consists of eight parents, two teachers and the principal. 
Each year we call for nominations for vacant positions on council. This year we have six parent 
vacancies and two teacher vacancies. There are four current councillors whose term of office ex-
pires this year. These members are entitled to renominate. There are two casual vacancies cre-
ated as a result of families no longer having children at our school. A casual vacancy is for 
twelve months only. For our council to operate effectively it is essential that we fill all vacant po-
sitions. Our council meets twice a term and we endeavour to make the time commitment no 
more than one and half hours duration per meeting. This is an exciting year to be involved on 
council as our new facilities are underway and the school is scheduled to have a review in Term 
Three. Please consider nominating for our council. If you would like more information please 
contact Russell Jeffrey. 
 
Facilities Upgrade Latest Developments  
Yesterday delivery of twenty truck loads of concrete to the site took place. The concrete was for 
the lower foundations of our Performing Arts Centre. Additional concrete will be delivered once 
the upper level of the PAC is ready for a pour. Currently the project is on target to be completed 
by 2022.Work has also commenced on our back deck where additional stumps and supports 
are being added. The site foreman advises that construction of steel frames will commence later 
this month. (See photo on the next page). 

 
Child Safe 
Marong Primary School is a Chid Safe School as required by the Victorian Regulations and 
Qualifications Authority.  Marong Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of 
children and young people. Our school community recognises the importance of, and a respon-
sibility for ensuring our school is a safe, supportive and enriching environment which respects 
and fosters the dignity and self-esteem of children and young people, and enables them to thrive 
in their learning and development. The school aims to protect children and reduce any opportu-
nities for child abuse or harm to occur. We have policies that guide us and they are intended to 
complement child protection legislation, Department policy, procedures and professional stand-
ards, codes or ethics as these apply to staff and other personnel. For more information about 
our Child Safe program contact the Principal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ph.:  54352288   Fax:  54352499    www.marongps.vic.edu.au 

Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students to wear a hat outdoors when the UV 

As we are entering the warmer months this level of UV exposure 
Students may like to leave their hats at school in their lockers to ensure 

Diary Dates 

February :  17th , 24th            Foundation Students Rest Day 

March 5th :           Proposed Curriculum Day First Aid training for staff 

March 8th ;                                   Public Holiday Labour Day 
April 1st:           Last day of term one  



 

 

 

 

Walking School Bus - Calling Volunteers 

Now that we have a school crossing supervisor, we would love to now begin a healthy culture 
of walking and riding to school by introducing a walking school bus. This will not only benefit 
our students and their family from a health perspective, but also be helping our environment. 
We are calling for volunteers to assist with our walking school bus for which they will be re-
sponsible for meeting students at a designated pick up point in their estate and safely walk 
them to and from school. 
Our aim is to have the walking school bus operate on Wednesdays and Fridays, however this 
will be dependent upon the number of volunteers. We require at least 1 parent per 10 stu-
dents, and we are hoping we can get volunteers from each of the main estates in Marong - Golf 
links, Discovery and Marong Run.  
If you are happy to volunteer or would like to know more about the walking school bus, please 
contact Mr Saddlier at the school. 

 

The World’s Greatest Shave 
We would like to make our school community aware of one of our students, Isaac P who is do-
ing a very brave and selfless act for others. He is going to shave his hair off, for the World's 
Greatest Shave and then donate his hair to people that can't grow hair. 
We are also hoping to have Isaac undergo his ‘big shave’ during a special assembly at school 
for all to see via a WebEx link on the 11th of March. 

If you would like support Isaac and donate to this wonderful cause, please visit the link below. 
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?
registrationID=804661&langPref=en-CA  
 
School Fees 
Parents are reminded that payment for our school fees are now due. Payment can be made at 
the office, via EFT, direct credit to the schools bank account, (details can be provided from the 
office), or via our QKR app.  
It is extremely important when paying into our bank account you reference your surname and 
what the money is for. 
 
Fees for 2021 remain unchanged from previous years and are as follows:  
 
Gr 3-6 students $195 per student.  
 
Gr F-2 $175 per student.  
 
 
Russell Jeffrey 

Principal               

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=804661&langPref=en-CA
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=804661&langPref=en-CA


 

 

Grade Prep/One News 

We are loving settling into our 2021 grade in prep/one. We are a happy bunch and have been keeping 

very busy. This week’s focus has been about understanding concepts of print and the structure of 
books. In writing we have been working on stories with repetition and having a go at making our own 

classroom books. In numeracy our focus has been number, with our preps working on value within 10 

and our 1’s playing with place value in the hundreds. We have been thrilled to have experienced our 

first music session of the year along with our other specialist programs, Art, STEM, MARC and Chinese. 

Our preps enjoyed our first official buddy session and learning the values and rules of our school com-

munity. We have lots of learning to look forward to and can’t wait to see what the year brings us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss O’Donoghue, Mrs. Cook, Jess Taylor and Mr. Stacey 

 

Grade 2/3 News 
Another super week in the grade 2/3 classrooms. This week, students have been learning to make an 

inference when reading, using the clues from the text to think more deeply about the text. Thanks to 

Ms Roediger for creating our own ‘crime scene’ in which students had to make an inference on what 
they thought happened based upon the clues. Something that all students bought into and enjoyed. In 

writing, students have been learning to use nouns, adjectives and verbs in their writing, making what 

they write more engaging and detailed for their audience. In numeracy, this week students have been 

learning place value, and understanding and showing values of numbers to 4 digits. All students have 

done a wonderful job showing their learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also introduced our integrated topic for this term, understanding the difference be-
tween rules and laws and identifying these in our community.  

 

Well done to students who returned their green reader log on Monday. Great to see everyone 
practising their reading at home. The more reading at home, the greater their learning at 
school. Keep up the great reading. 

 
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger  
 

 
 

Grade 4/ 5/ 6 
 

This week (between the clanging of the builders and the beeping of the concrete trucks), we 
have been watching short video clips and reading poetry to assist us with making inferences. 
This has been helpful for us to develop a better understanding of what we are reading, why 
characters act the way they do and why certain events happen in the story.  

We have continued to focus on Narratives during our writing sessions. Now that we have devel-
oped a “bump it up wall”, we are now busy planning and writing our own narratives. Our school 
uses the “seven steps to writing success” framework for writing and we have been using this to 
unpack how a narrative has a sizzling start to get the reader’s attention before building the ten-
sion towards an exciting ending. 

In Numeracy we have been describing similarities and differences between two and three- di-
mensional shapes and constructing various shapes from their nets such as pyramids and 
prisms. We have also completed pre-tests on ‘Essential Assessment’ so that we can use our re-

sults to set goals with our teachers and have our teachers better target our learning needs. 
Our Integrated focus continues to be looking at how rules and laws keeps us safe. We have 

been learning about different governments in the world and democracy. We also discussed how 

Australia has Federal, State and Local governments and the different roles they do for us. 



 

 

OSHC News 
 

 

 

 
Breakfast Club News 
 
Wow! What a great first breakfast club we had today for 2021. Katie and I are blown away with the response 

we had today. Within 20 minutes we had gone through 45 breakfast balls, 40 milk primas, 25 fruit cups and 

15 yoghurt cups.  

We were very excited to have fed 69 hungry tummies and look forward to see what tomorrow brings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Where: Grass area on the corner of Leslie and Adams streets 
When: Thursday and Friday mornings, 8:30-8:50am  
Who: This is available for all students of Marong Primary and is a free program ran through 
Food Bank Victoria.  
 
Chelsie Nickson  
Breakfast club coordinator.  

This week in before and after school care we have been very busy getting creative. Kayla 
brought in her Pokemon cards this week and this prompted us to make our own Pokemon 
cards.  

For afternoon tea I have been trialling different ways to present our afternoon tea. So far 
serving our snacks in a mini 'grazing platter' style has been a hit. If you have any ideas for 
snacks, please let us know.   



 

 

STEM 
This week in STEM students continued to use their creativity and engineering skills in our 
challenge of building a raft using paddle pop sticks, straws and foil.  Students tested their de-
signs by adding weights to their raft.  We were able to gain great insight through conversations 
around how much weight a raft could hold with thought given to the surface area of the raft 
and the selective placement of the buttons, 

Once again, I was amazed with their enthusiasm, cooperation and creativity.  

Well done everyone!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parents Club News 
 
Zooper Doopers will be on sale tomorrow (Friday) recess for $1!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Chinese 
You might have already heard our kids talking about making a poster to welcome the Year 
of the Ox and wishing the golden ox to bring good luck and good health to us. When is the 
Lunar New Year 2021? Lunar New Year, also commonly referred to as Chinese New Year, 
starts on Friday February 12. Chinese New Year is China’s most important traditional fes-
tival, with many interesting customs. Our students are very curious about why the Chi-
nese do what they do during the Chinese New Year. 
Prep to One: students read a Chinese New Year story called ‘Legend of Monster Nian’ and 
learn that the Monster Nian is afraid of three things: fire, loud noises and the colour of 
red.  We discuss why Chinese people set off firecrackers, watch the dragon dance with loud 
noises on the street, wear red clothes and give red envelopes to the children. If the kids 
asked you ‘Is the monster real?’ ‘Will the monster come to Bendigo?’ you could tell them 
‘Don’t worry, you have made the red envelope and it will bring good luck to you and wish 
you good health’. 
Grade Two to Five: students further discuss what the red envelope is and why the Chinese 
parents give their children red envelopes inside with lucky money. They then design their 
own unique red envelopes with lucky symbols for the Chinese New Year using Chinese 
lucky colours and wish for a prosperous new year. 
Grade Six: students share their prior knowledge of Chinese New Year with the class and 
demonstrate that they are very knowledgeable about the Chinese New Year while having a 
group discussion. They learned about the Chinese currency and digital money used in Chi-
na before they design their Chinese New Year red envelopes. 
Below are the pictures of our students showing their beautiful posters and special red en-
velopes for the Year of the Ox and wishing everyone a very happy new year.  
 
 
 

 

   

   



 

 

 

Marong Primary School 
Students of the Week 

 
Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our 
school values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’  We acknowledge the fol-
lowing students for their efforts this week; 

 
Grade Prep/One S – Max C 
Max has come to Marong Primary School full of confidence and is willing to share his thoughts 

and predictions in group discussions. He was seen throughout the week helping others and has 
been an absolute delight to teach. He has been very responsible in getting ready for the day and 

organising his books and belongings. Well done Max! 

 

Grade Prep /One C/T-Mya B 
Mya for demonstrating fantastic organisational skills when completing tasks. She applies herself 

to every activity and completes it to the best of her ability. Well done Mya, keep up the hard 

work!   

 
Grade Prep/One O – Isabelle H 
Issy is one of our new preps who radiates confidence. She enters the classroom every day with a 

gigantic smile and a positive attitude. Issy wants to learn and is willing to give every activity her 
best go. She has been working hard in the classroom as well as at home with her word practise. 

Issy shows all our school values consistently as she is respectful to her peers, responsible with 

her behaviour and honest to all. I am lucky to have her in my classroom and proud of her start 

to school. Well done Issy! 

 
Grade Two/Three SR - Lana M 
For demonstrating our school value of ‘Respect’. Lana consistently shows incredible care for her 

fellow students and quietly offers support or help where needed. Congratulations Lana, I love the 
way you make everyone in the class feel included,  what a fantastic start to the year you have 

made! 

 
Grade Two/Three R-Millah M 
Millah for demonstrating ‘ Respect’ ‘Responsibility’ and ‘Honesty’ in all aspects of her schooling. 
Millah is a super student who always shows respect to teachers and her peers. She is an amaz-

ing help in the classroom and someone who puts in 100% in all she does. Well done on a super 

week Millah! 

 
Grade Four/Five C– Jayce F 
Jayce has had a great week this week, demonstrating all our school values. He has challenged 

himself in his writing and worked really hard to create an interesting and engaging narrative. 

Wonderful work this week Jayce, keep it up!  

 
Grade Four/Five P/S– Seth M 
For displaying the value of Responsibility. Seth is the first to volunteer to help around the classroom 

and is always ready to work and try his best.  He has been working hard on trying to make inferences 

during reading time. 

 
Grade Six J– Isabella W 
For displaying the school values and owning the responsibility of being a leader. Izzy is a kind, caring 

and helpful member of the class and she has been setting the example for everyone in grade six so far. 

Super work Izzy! 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 

TUTOR 

Jill McEwen Private Tutor 

Maiden Gully  Ph: 54496665 

Experienced with Maths,English,Reading, 

and Spelling. 

Primary and Secondary Students 

(First Lesson Free). 


