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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Enrolments 2021 
We are currently accepting enrolments for the 2021 school year. If you have a child who is  
eligible to commence school next year and you intend on sending them to Marong Primary 
School, I am requesting that you collect an enrolment pack from our office. Once completed it 

would be appreciated if the forms could be returned to the school by the end of this term Friday, 
September 18th. Your cooperation with this request will be greatly appreciated, as it assists 
with our forward planning with regard to room allocations and staffing needs. In addition, if you 
know of anyone who may be considering enrolling at our school next year who doesn’t currently 
have a child attending, please pass on this information or advise them to contact our office.   
 
Staffing News 
As Mrs White is expecting a baby she has advised me that she will commence her confinement 
leave during the term three vacation. Consequently, she will finish up her teaching duties from 
the end of this term. Mrs Cook will share the role of teaching the Prep WT class with Jess Taylor 
in term four. Emma has taught in a prep class in previous years and is known to the students 
as she has been delivering our art program for most of the year. I believe this will allow for a 
smooth transition with no disruption to normal classroom practices.   
 
Specialist Programs 
In fourth term all of our students will be having a weekly session working with Jess Wardell on 
an exciting program entitled STEM. STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. The STEM program will replace our art program and provide our students 
with an opportunity to participate in a range of hands on activities. In addition to the STEM  
program students will also have Chinese language with Yimin Chen and a physical education 
program weekly. An announcement regarding the teacher for our physical education program 
will be announced as soon as possible.  
 
Temperature Checks 
The Department of Education and Training have provided schools with Non-Contact Infrared 
thermometers. Parents of students on–site are advised that in the event a child is observed to be 
exhibiting symptoms such as a runny nose or cough or they complain of a sore throat we will 
utilise the thermometers to provide us with further information regarding the students state of 
health. Any child found to have an abnormal temperature will need to be collected as soon as 
practical following notification from the school. At this point in time we are not conducting  
temperature tests on all students only those who may be unwell.  
 
Grade Six Transition  
Crusoe College has advised that they are planning to conduct their annual transition program 
for grade six students along the lines of previous years in term four. Once the Government, 
Chief Health Officer and DET announce plans for next term, I am sure Crusoe will confirm  
transition arrangements or alter them accordingly.    
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Kindergarten Students Transition to Primary School 
As a result of the disruptions caused by coronavirus (COVID-19) this year, we know that many 
parents may be feeling nervous about their child starting school in 2021. I am writing to let 
you know that our school is ready to welcome our new cohort of preps in 2021, and that we 
are committed to working with you to ensure that children make a positive transition to 
school. We will be liaising with pre school staff to ensure a smooth transition for the Kinder 
students, conducting information sessions (either on site or via video link) and appointing 
buddies in our upper school to team up with our new prep students. Depending on changes to 
current restrictions we hope to conduct some on site orientation programs for the students 
but will need to receive advice from the DET as to the practicalities of onsite visits next term. 
 
School Photos  
The date for school photos has been rescheduled to Monday, October 19th.  
If any parents have paid for photos you have 2 options:  
1. Leave the payment at school and we will hold it until October 19th or  
2. Collect your envelope from the office.  
 
Outside School Hours Care  
Parents wishing to access Outside School Hours Care during remote learning are advised that 
bookings are ESSENTIAL.  
Please notify the office as soon as possible of the times and dates you require care for your 
child.  
 
Curriculum Day Friday, September 18th 
Students are not required to attend school on Friday, September 18th. All staff are  
participating in a curriculum day. In the lead up to this day teachers are asking all students 
to complete a writing task. Teachers will introduce the topic and set some time limits on  
planning, writing and editing.   
 
Writing Task 
The writing task is a narrative (creative writing piece) and we will be using  each students  
finished piece of work to assist with our end of year assessment processes. This being the case 
I am asking that parents refrain from giving too much assistance to their child/ren with this 
task. You may assist them with understanding the task ; eg today you are going to write an 
imaginative story. The story prompt will be a picture of a box. Give general support by asking 
questions Eg What do you think might be in the box? Where did it come from?  
Could the contents be alive? 
Try not to be specific or suggestive eg Suggestions should be open ended rather than, ”Write 
about a present grandma sent you. Imagine a guinea pig is in the box.” 
Finally avoid helping with spelling or punctuation, as an assessment task we need a sample of 
work created by each individual.  
If you have any questions please contact the relevant classroom teacher.  
 
SunSmart – Hat Policy 
A reminder to parents of students who are currently attending school 
onsite, that children are now required to bring a hat each day to 
school.  The Marong Primary School SunSmart policy requires students 
to wear a hat outdoors when the UV index reaches three or above.  As 
we are entering spring and the warmer months this level of UV  
exposure is reached most days.  Students may like to leave their hats 
at school in their lockers to ensure that they are able to be take part in 
outdoor play. 
 
 

Russell Jeffrey 

Principal  
 



 

 

PREP NEWS 
We are pretty sure the Preps have got way smarter over the last fortnight and we have been 
blown away by their ability to learn new and complex topics. This is very exciting! 
The students have learnt about words like ‘swan’. This word has a vowel that actually sounds 
like another vowel. For example, in the word ‘swan’ the letter ‘a’ actually sounds like the short 
‘o’ sound. The students have also been learning about this week’s reading strategy ‘Careful 
Caterpillar’. This strategy helps the students to think carefully about reading each part of a 
word and prevents them from just focussing on the first letter and guessing the rest.  
In writing, the preps were super excited to learn that they were planning and writing about 
superheroes this week. We loved hearing all their wonderful ideas and reading their stories. 
Miss Marlo created the most amazing plan and called her story ‘Super Cookies’. 
In numeracy, the students have been learning about ‘sharing’ and exploring ways to create a 
‘fair share’! They have really enjoyed the hands-on nature of this weeks’ activities. 
Super effort Preps (and families), you guys are doing an amazing job. 
Thanks again for your support. 
The Prep Team 
P.S. Students learning onsite, please remember to bring your learning pack and readers each 
day you come to school. 

 
Well done to the following students for Reading Nights milestones: 
 
Sophie C for 100 nights of reading  
Alli for 125 nights of reading 
Varli for 100 nights of reading 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
We are glad to be on the homestretch now with a hopeful end to remote learning getting 
closer and closer. We are proud of how our 1/2’s have been working both at school and at 
home. We have been enjoying a range of academic activities as well as anything we can find 
to keep us entertained and busy. We have been persuading teachers and family members 
with some very convincing writing pieces as well as building our fluency during reading. We 
have been hiding treasure in our homes for our families to find and making up our own 
equations to fit an answer in math. We have started a new topic in integrated focusing on 
the force of push and pull and have loved seeing videos of you trying this out at home. This 
week we congratulate Aurora O for reaching 150 nights of home reading and Louie for 200 
nights. Well done, we are hoping that you are coping as well as you can in these tough 
times.  
Keep up the amazing work!  
Miss O’Donoghue and Mr. Riordan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GRADE THREE/FOUR NEWS 
Ever driven on a long distance holiday with the kids?  “Are we there yet? Are we there yet?” 
No doubt our parents are feeling like this during remote learning!!       Are we right? 
So we would like to begin this week’s item with a BIG THANK YOU to all of our parents for the 
wonderful effort you are all putting in with the kids for remote learning once again. We know 
it’s challenging wearing numerous hats and we sincerely appreciate the work you are doing at 
home to support the children. We understand it may be boring at times and seems like this is 
dragging on forever… but it’s important to keep going and don’t give up or chuck it in when we 
are so close to the end of term. You wouldn’t stop the car or turn around before your reached 
your holiday destination would you? 
 
This week the students have had a lot of fun with Mrs Cook’s coffee splat art activity. Who 
would have thought something great could come from spilling your morning coffee? 
We have also continued our fun experiments learning and finding out about forces and friction 
which as the portfolio uploads suggest, seem to be a favourite each week for the students. 
 
*** Girls and boys – can you find a rhetorical question in this week’s news item? 
 

Happy Birthday to Judd who will celebrate his 9th birthday on Saturday. 
 
Congratulations to our HOUSE POINTS WEEKLY WINNER…. PHILLIPS 
Barling = 357  Brennan = 291  Jeffrey = 296  Phillips = 418 
 
Some of next week’s tasks are as follows; 
Reading – Continued reading and comprehension 
Writing –   continue with persuasive writing 
Numeracy – continued work on decimals and money. 
Science Inquiry – Forces and friction – you will need eggshells for Monday’s task so save them 
when you make Dad breakfast on Sunday for Father’s Day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zooming with Crazy Hair 

last Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashleigh’s coffee splat art.  Jackson’s– coffee splat art. 



 

 

Grade Five/Six News 
This week in grade 5/6 we were impressed with the range of work submissions from people.  

Students have been working hard on their readers theatre which they are presenting via Zoom 
on Friday. This week students have been drafting letters to send to the residents of the Uniting 
Agewell Strath Haven facility asking questions and sharing a little bit of information about 
themselves. Numeracy sees the grade 5/6's focusing on Mode, Median, Mean and Range when 
analysing data, it has been fantastic to see many work samples submitted in this area lately.  

Students will also continue to gather information about the cultural differences of their holiday 
destinations for their final presentation.  

Next week students will continue to work on these areas while also revisiting content covered 
earlier when we were in the classroom.  

Keep up the fantastic work everyone!  
 
Mr Wardell and Mr Johnstone.   
 
 
 
Chaplain’s Corner 
 
In the last week I had the amazing opportunity to spend an afternoon with the wonderful Shi-
ralee. I was able to hear about all the amazing things she did at Marong Primary School in her 
time as the chaplain, and all the  
relationships she had built with so many people within the school  
environment. As I listened, I was inspired, but I also felt overwhelmed.  
I remember telling her that I had massive shoes to fill. Shiralee stopped me, and taught me a 
valuable lesson. She explained that you can’t fill anyone else’s shoes, you have to bring your 
own to every new adventure. She told me that she had brought her 'sparkly stilettos' to the job, 
and that I would bring my own version.  
I remember looking down at my Blundstone boots, that were slightly dirty from being in the 
garden the day before.   
  
This week I’ve learnt that it’s okay to be different to those around you, in fact, it’s encouraged. 
It’s like when we consider the different parts of the body - everything has a unique role to play. 
If I was a leg, and saw what the eyes were doing and tried to copy, the body would struggle to 
walk. Likewise, if I was a mouth and tried to copy what my feet were doing, I wouldn’t be able 
to communicate with others very well.  
It’s good to be different.   
The world needs who you are, not a different version or a copy of someone else.  
 
Katie  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Outside School Hours Care News 
 
This week we have been very busy in before and after school care with many projects on the 
go. A popular activity at the moment is our 1000 piece puzzle. We have finished our Where's 
Wally puzzle and have moved on to a new puzzle.  
Some students have chosen to make something special for someone special in their lives.  
Lots of dads and special people will be very spoilt on Sunday morning.  
 
Thank you all the parents who have been including times of arrival/departure when making 
bookings for before and after school care.  
 
A reminder that there will be no before or after school care on September 18th for the  
pupil free day. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Art News 
Hello everyone and thank you to those who have shared your wonderful coffee splats this week. 

Week after week I am blown away with how creative so many of the students are at Marong  

Primary School. Art can be tricky at times as we have to use our creative minds. Keep up the 

great work and keep sending through your masterpiece. Next week you will need to use the  

toilet rolls that you have been collecting. If you complete art at school, then please remember to 

bring your empty toilet rolls in a plastic bag so that you can use them next week! Mrs Cook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In between lockdowns I was 

able to deliver the thank you 

book we made to Sarah 

Mayor-Cox. Most students 

completed a page for the 

book, thanking her for her 

generous donation to our 

MARC library. 

Sarah was very touched, 

and told me it would make 

wonderful breakfast reading! 

Each book Sarah has donat-

ed to the van has a small 

blue label on the front. Look 

out for them when we can borrow again. 

 

 

Although we haven’t been able to  

borrow books nearly as much as I 

would have liked this year, there are still 

some out there in circulation (856 to be  

exact!). 

It would be fabulous if these books 

could be returned to schools (maybe 

when you are picking up learning 

packs, or at the start of next term), so I 

can log them back onto the system. I 

have emailed all teachers their list of books if you have 

forgotten what you have! 

Thanks, Mrs G :)  

MARC SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER  



 

 

The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 

Grade Prep/A– Marlo P 
Marlo has grown so much confidence over the last few weeks and has been working so 
hard at achieving her goals. This week, Marlo achieved a goal that she has been working 
on all year, forming her letter Ss’ correctly. I am super proud of you Marlo. You have 
worked so hard. Well done superstar! 
 

Grade Prep W/T- Pheonix H 
Pheonix has been recognised as Student of the Week this week because of his resilience 
and positive attitude to learning. When given feedback he works really hard to make 
sure work is improved and is a great team player in the classroom. Super work Pheonix! 
 

Grade One/Two O- Lana M 

Lana has been working her guts out during remote learning.  Every day she has com-
pleted all pieces of work sent home and does this at a high standard. Lana has always 
been a hard worker and has not lost any motivation during remote learning. I am  

constantly surprised with her commitment to improve her ability in whatever it is she is  

doing. I am noticing all that effort, You are a star Lana!  
 

Grade One/Two R- Jude B 
For showing ‘Confidence’ in all activities while learning at home this term. Jude has 
been producing some great work, showing organisation and persistence in completing 
all of his work. Well done Jude!   

 
 

Grade Three/Four S - Jack M 
Jack has been working tremendously well in class and continues his efforts at home  
towards the end of the week. He has completed all set tasks and is always keen to  
extend himself. A great week Jack! 
 

Grade Three/Four P/S-  Seth H  
For demonstrating the value of ‘Responsibility’. Seth continues to ask clarifying  
questions about his work during remote learning. He is able to listen and responds to  
feedback from his teachers to improve his work when reattempting a task. Well done 
Seth.   

 

Grade Five/Six W- Max O’D 
For showing respect and responsibility this week. Max has had a great last few weeks of 
school, working well in class and being helpful and respectful to all teachers. Well done 
Max, keep it up! 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Anthony G 
Anthony has been doing such a fantastic job with his activities during remote learning. 

He is motivated, organised and as a result, has been producing great quality work.  
Well done Anthony, keep up the awesome work!  


