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RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 
Dear Parents/Caregivers,   

Facilities Upgrade 
I am delighted to announce that the tender process to identify a company to undertake the work 
of upgrading our school as part of the $6.4 million dollar upgrade, commenced this week.  
Our architect Rim Martin from E-Plus Architecture informs me that the companies have four 
weeks to respond. At the close of tenders it will take a further two weeks for  DET to assess the 
tenders and decide on the successful bid. Construction would commence within a month from 
the allocation of the contract. I anticipate works commencing in fourth term. 
 
Car Parking 
Parents are advised that the parking arrangements in Leslie Street adjacent to the school have 
been adjusted by Bendigo City Council from 90 degree parking to angle parking. This change 
should vastly improve driver’s ability to see oncoming traffic prior to reversing out of a park. It 
also allows drivers to pull out on an angle allowing greater flexibility to avoid collisions with  
vehicles parked on the other side of Leslie Street. The Marong Family Hotel has generously  
permitted staff to use their vacant block for parking thereby freeing up more carparks both in 
Leslie Street and along the Calder Highway frontage of the school. 
 
Prep Enrolments 2021 
We are currently accepting enrolments for the 2021 school year. To assist with workforce  
planning it is essential that we have a strong indication of our Prep enrolments by the end of 
July this year. In particular, if you already have a child enrolled at Marong Primary School and 
you have another child ready to start next year please collect your enrolment forms as soon as 
possible. Due to the Covid situation it has not been possible to hold open days or large group 
tours. However, prospective parents are welcome to contact our office to discuss the enrolment 
process and where possible arrange a private tour. Enrolment packs are available from the office 
and can be collected at anytime Monday to Friday 8.30am -4.30pm. For more information  
contact the Principal Russell Jeffrey on 54352288.  
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent teacher interviews were scheduled for week three of this term. The ongoing issues with 

Covid-19 restrictions have forced us to review this decision. Consequently, we are now offering 
interviews to parents by request. In light of our changed format student goals for this semester 
will be sent to parents by Classroom DoJo. Please review these goals before requesting an  
interview or submitting questions. It is possible that once you have seen the student goals you 
may be content with the information supplied. However, if you would like a face to face meeting 
with your child’s teacher please contact them to arrange a suitable time. Alternatively you can 
submit questions to your child’s teacher via DoJo and the teacher will reply as 
soon as practical.  
 

School Camps 2020 
I have authorised payment of a deposit for the Grade 3/4 and Grade 5/6 camps 
thus securing our bookings. Information regarding the Grade 3/4  camp will be 
sent out next week including costs. 
 

 
 

Diary Dates  2020 
 

August 
31st – Sept 2nd Grade 3/4  Camp  

Ph.:  54352288   Fax:  54352499    www.marongps.vic.edu.au 



 

 

DRINK BOTTLES 
We have a large number of students coming to the office on a 
daily basis requesting a cup of water. Whilst we have been  
accommodating these requests I wish to remind parents that 
due to Covid restrictions all students are required to have their 
own drink bottle. Drink bottles can be refilled at lunch time and 
recess times using our dispensers. 
 

Don’t forget to bring a drink bottle daily!  
 

 
QKR 
The school has purchased a program entitled QKR.  It is an ap-
plication that can be downloaded onto your phones and will al-
low parents to complete a wide range of payments to the school 
using their phone. This will negate the need to pay at the office 
or to have the right amount of cash. Parents will be able to or-
der uniform, lunch,  pay for school camps and excursions all via the app. An information sheet 
was circulated yesterday with instructions on how to set up QKR on your phones. We have al-
ready had our first uniform transaction completed on QKR this morning. Payments can still be 
paid at the office for those who need to using traditional payment methods. 
 
 
OSHC News 
Dear before and after school care families 
As of Tuesday next week I will be taking a few weeks leave. You will be unable to contact me 
directly during this period. If you need to make any changes or have any OSHC questions 
please contact the office. During this time Rose and Taliesha will be holding the fort assistance 
from Barnali and the occasional teacher in after school care.  
Please ensure if your child cannot make their booking that you contact the office as soon as 
you can so that staff can be aware of any changes.   
Chelsie Nickson  
 

UFS/IGA Community Benefits Scheme 
Do you shop at any of the UFS Pharmacies or IGA Maiden Gully? If you do there is a simple 
and highly effective way to help raise funds for our school each time you shop at these stores. 
For the UFS stores you can sign up to be a member and you will be provided with a card which 
is scanned each time you purchase an item (other than prescription medication) at one of their 
stores. There  is a small annual fee but once you are a member you get  
significant discounts on a wide range of their products and these soon cover your membership 
fee. If you list Marong Primary School as your organisation for support the school will receive 
cash benefits once per year. We have been averaging over $700 per year which has been used 
to support our ICT program.    

 

IGA have a community benefits program and again you need to sign up (no fee applicable) and 
once you have a card, each time you shop a percentage of your spend will be provided to the 
school. With both organisations the more members who note our school as the  

organisation for support the more funds we make. These community benefits programs are 
great and I encourage parents to spread the word as there may be extended family members or 
even neighbours who would be prepared to support our school. If you would like more  
information please contact Russell at the school.  



 

 

A Message from the School Council President 
As you have all no doubt seen, this week we opened the brand new natural play space in the 
area known as ‘Back of Beyond’. This project was over eight months in the making, however 
parents club fundraising and discussions around developing this area with a spider web 
climbing frame has been on the cards for years! 
This project would not have been completed without the help of the community, we were  
extremely lucky to source some incredible donations and sponsorship from the following local 
businesses: 
 
 ASQ came on board to donate all of the gravel for the paths and dry creek bed and soft 

fall for under the spider web and balance beam course. A huge thankyou to Natalie and 
the team at ASQ for their generous support of our project! 

 Villawood Properties who very kindly offered to supply all of the stone you will see in 
the area, from the little rocks that line the creek to the bigger rocks in the climbing area. 

 New Life Timber particularly Gary Dumaresq, for donating the stunning red wood arch 
that frames our path along the creek – if you need a new piece of quality locally made 
furniture, hit them up! 

 Hickmans Tree Maintenance, thanks to Darren who donated a large portion of the logs 
you will see bordering the area. 

 Wilsons Tree Service, Craig who very kindly came in to top us up with additional logs 
and stumps – thankyou 

 Josh White from White Air for arranging relocation and install of two taps for our stu-
dents to use in the new student gardens. We’re lucky to have Josh as one of our school 
dads who very kindly offered up his time when we needed it, any plumbing needs, give 
him a call! 

 BH Welding who helped create the amazing fire pit you see in the middle of play space. 
Ben also donated the chin-up and dip bars for the workout stations, another great local 
business here in Marong – if you’re looking for monkey bars or swings, he’s your man! 

 Bunnings Bendigo supplied us all of the timber for the balance beam course and  
        student garden beds.  
 
An extra big thanks to Jake Saddlier for co-ordinating this generous contribution. 
Marong Kinder – a big thankyou for their generous contribution and design input, we hope all 
the kinder kids enjoy the area. 

 
On top of all of the local business support we were extremely lucky to have so much support 
from our school community. Over the space of the eight month development, we received an 
abundance of messages from parents and teaching staff asking how they can help, be it   
donating items or their time. We had such a great response to any requests for help, with 
pouring gravel or moving soft fall, sometimes with really short notice. For everyone that  
donated their time we can’t thank you all enough, without your assistance, this project would 
not have been so successful!  
An extra big shout out to the Austin, Bradley and Wynveen families – thankyou all for your 
donation of items towards the project. 
Finally, on a personal note I’d like to call out the following people who were major contributors 
to the project; Pat Munro, Trent McGilchrist and Dez Ladson. Gentlemen, for all the hours 

you guys put in I really can’t thankyou enough. The time, effort, equipment and expertise you 
guys were able to provide, reduced the project costs overall, and allowed us to move funds  
towards other items in the space and I hope that you are all really proud of your  
contributions. 
 
On behalf of the school council we thank everyone once more and hope everyone enjoys the 
new space! 
Thanks 
Chris Lakey (School Council president) 
 

 
 



 

 

Grade Prep News 
It has been wonderful to see the Prep faces this week – they are full of joy and have shown us 
that they are ready to learn!  
This week we have been learning about the following topics: 
Reading – Eagle Eye – using the picture to help us read unfamiliar words.  
SMART Spelling – Revision of learnt digraphs 
Writing – Editing Work and Goal Setting 
Numeracy – Money – identifying coins and notes 
 
100 Days of Schooling 
Grade Prep will be celebrating 100 days of learning on the 4th August.  We are asking parents 
for your child to dress up as an elderly person.  (100 years old).  This is for a bit of fun but al-
so to help them understand the concept and value of 100.  The teachers will be dressing up 
too. 
 
Home Reading – Please make sure you are reading at home regularly to help support the 
hard work that your child does at school with developing their reading strategies. The effec-
tiveness of home reading is incredible. 

 
School Nurse Visit 
Students have been sent home a consent form for a School Nurse to visit Grade Prep students 
individually at the school.  Forms have been sent home today and must be  
returned to the school by Wednesday 22nd July. 
All information is confidential and the school nurse will contact families if necessary. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for your child to be assessed developmentally by a school 
nurse.  Information is available in the pack. 
If a consent form is not returned your child is unable to visit the school nurse. 
 

 

Prep W/T practising their greetings 
in Chinese. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students doing coin rubbings out in the delightful sun. 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
We are ‘all smiles’ in the grade 1/2 rooms and very happy to be back at school. We have 
packed a lot into our first week back in the classroom and already have so much going on.  
Our favourite part of the week was of course the grand opening of the new playground.  
The new space is filled with exciting challenges, equipment to build our physical skills and  
natural decorations. We are super thankful for everyone who contributed to making this space 
come to life.  
When we haven’t been on our new playground we have been working on multiplication,  
biological science, new trigraphs and editing our own writing.  
We look forward to the next week and are keeping our (sanitised) fingers crossed that we don’t 
have to return to remote learning!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Parents Club News 
And we're back! Those holidays flew! A big thankyou to everyone who ordered donuts last 
term, it was great to be able to purchase some supplies for the classes from the funds 
raised.  
 
Qkr! is Here!  
The new app is live and ready for all your lunch orders, uniforms and school fee payments.  
 
Lunch Orders - instructions on how to download and order lunches have been sent home 
and also uploaded to the Marong Parents facebook page. Cash/brown paper bags are still 
being accepted at the office. Reminder: cut off is Wednesday 9am, no late orders or orders at 
the shop can be accepted.  
 
Uniforms can be ordered and paid for on Qkr and then sent home with your child from 
school, so easy! Especially in the current environments.  
 
Cookie Dough orders are now open, orders close 31st July, delivery 19th August. All the 
details are included at the end of this newsletter, have been sent home from school and also 
uploaded to the facebook page. 
Please yell out if you have any questions.  
 
Looking ahead in this term, we have Crazy Hair Day on Friday, 7th August (gold coin  
donation and a Subway lunch, more details to come) and Elmore Pie Drive later in the term.  
 
Lots going on, good to be back!  
As always, we’d love to hear any ideas or feedback, please email us 
on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Grade 3/4 News 
The 3/4s this week have been focusing on summarising our chosen text as well as looking at 
similes and metaphor during reading. For writing we have started our informative reports, 
looking at our structure and working on our researching skills. In Numeracy we have been  
focusing on our multiplication, temperature, area and perimeter. In P.E. we played T-ball and 
in Art we finished our Beatriz Milhazes artwork which can be seen at the front office.  

 

 
 
Mr Stacey, Miss 
Patching and 
Mr Saddlier.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

Grade 5/6 News 
Well done on a great first week back to all of the students in the Grade 5/6 area. We have 
had a busy first week with students learning to make inferences from poetry, create their 
own poems and learning how to calculate perimeter, area and volume. We also started 
our work on Geography where we will be looking at North America, Europe and Asia.  

Another big plus this week was the opening of our new play space down beyond. The stu-
dents have loved playing down there, with many of them using the space every chance 
they have had. 

Next week we will continue to look at poetry from all aspects for our studies in Literacy 
and will continue to develop number sense and rounding in Numeracy. 

 

We look forward to another great week next week. 

Mr. Wardell and Mr. Johnstone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Friday 26th was the last day that our friend 
Darcy attended Marong Primary School.   

We wish Darcy all the best for a bright  

future!   

He enjoyed being the Principal and Business 
Manager for the afternoon and FaceTiming 
teachers who had taught him in years past.  

  

We will miss you Darce! 

Goodbye Darcy 



 

 

 
Chaplain’s Corner 
Welcome back! Life has many twists and turns and the fact that I am back with the school  
community at Marong this term is one of them. I must say that am delighted to have  
reconnected again with students and staff this week and I am really looking forward to the term 
ahead. I do hope that you have all had a rewarding term break, with at least some time spent 
‘veging out’ and being ‘productively/restful.’ 
 
Over the holidays, I’ve been reading about our amazing brains. (Very relaxing reading!!!) So much 
more is now known about the complexity of brain function and inter-connectedness with every 
part of who we are. One of the constant themes emerging, is just how much our thoughts govern 
our feelings, behaviour and physical well-being. Of particular interest, is that the chemical and 
electrical makeup and activity in our brains, actually alters according to what we say to  
ourselves and what emotions we express. Positive thoughts and positive emotions like generosity, 
compassion, kindness, forgiveness etc., actually produce the ‘happy chemicals’. This in turn,  
affects our physical well-being. When you think about it, how amazing is that! I wonder if you 
know of anyone who never seems to be ‘happy’ unless they are miserable and have something to 
complain about? It’s like a revolving trapdoor of negativity, and according to the research, unless 
we make active decisions to think about the good stuff, we can be constantly caught up in the 
negative loop of feelings and thoughts and sometimes, the consequent physical ills. 
Most parents are careful to feed their children nourishing food which is known to produce physi-
cal health and well-being. The questions arise then, about what we allow to feed into the mind.  
More later. 
On a more mundane note, may I remind parents that if at any point, you would like me to  
engage in one-on-one conversation with your child/children in my office, you will need to give me 
written permission. The relevant forms can be found at the reception desk or alternatively, you 
can request a form be sent to you via email.  
Enjoy your week, your community and the ‘little moments’ that make you smile. 
 
Denise 



 

 

The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  
Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 

Students of the Week 

 

Grade Prep/A– Heidi C  
For doing a fantastic job learning her high frequency words (HFWs). Heidi is using HFWs in her 
writing, recognising them in her reading, and spelling them correctly during our daily spelling 
tests. I have been SO impressed Heids! Keep it up superstar! 
 

Grade Prep W/T-Gen R 
Gen has made a fantastic start to Term 3 – we have learnt a few new routines and Gen has  
listened carefully by showing respect and responsibility. Gen is also a very polite student in our 
classroom who is happy to help others. Super work Gen! Keep it up! 
 

Grade One/Two O-Chayce S  

Chayce has come back to school with such a positive attitude and a willingness to throw  
himself into his work. Chayce has been working hard and doing his best to have a growth 
mindset when faced with tasks that can be challenging. Keep up those amazing smiles Chayce.  
 

Grade One/Two R-Missy L  
For demonstrating ‘Confidence’ and ‘Organisation’ in all activities this week. Missy has been 
focussed, always putting in her best effort, especially during story writing this week.  
Well done on a great week Missy. 
 

Grade Three/Four S - Ruby W 
Ruby has returned from break ready to learn! She has been very proactive in her research for 
her informative report and has shown a growth in confidence when asking for help and sharing 
her thoughts and ideas in front of her classmates. Well done Ruby! 
 

Grade Three/Four P/S- Judd B  
For working very hard in maths this week. Judd has put a lot of effort into remembering his 
multiplication tables and been a responsible contributor within his maths rotation groups also. 
Well done Judd! 
 

Grade Five/Six W-Ruby G 
For showing the ‘Five Foundation of Success’ this week. Ruby has had a great start back to 
term, completing all work to an extremely high standard. Well done and keep up the great work 
Ruby! 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Riley M 
For demonstrating the school values of ‘Organisation’ and ‘Responsibility’. Riley has had an  
excellent start to term and is a positive influence in our classroom. Riley continues to set a 
good example for his peers and it's a pleasure to have you in 5/6 J. Great work Riley! 


