
 

 

Volume 25 Issue 26 20th August 2020 
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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
D Remote Learning. 
I would like to reiterate Mr Jeffrey’s comment last week of the importance of keeping up the 
communication between school and our families. With stage three restrictions and remote  
learning in place, it can be a stressful time for all involved. Rest assured that the students are at 

the forefront of our minds and we will do all we can to support you through the Covid-19  
pandemic. Our teachers will attempt to make contact with you all on a weekly basis unless you 
have specified otherwise. Please try to be available so we can speak with you and help navigate 
remote learning together. 
 

Welcome to our new Chaplain. 
We wish to extend the warmest of welcomes to our new School Chaplain Katie. Katie will be 
working at our school two days a week and like all of us is hoping we return to normality and 
see everyone’s smiling faces back at school soon. 
 

Condolences 
On behalf of all staff and our school community, I would like to extend our sincere condolences 
to Mr Jeffrey and his family at this time as they mourn the loss of a loved family member. Our 
thoughts are with you all. 
 

School Photos 
The date for school photos has been rescheduled to Monday, October 19th. If any parents have 
paid for photos you have 2 options: 
1. Leave the payment at school and we will hold it until October 19th or 
2. Collect your envelope from the office. 
 

Outside School Hours Care 
Parents wishing to access Outside School Hours Care are advised that bookings are 
ESSENTIAL. Please notify the office as soon as possible of the times and dates you require care 
for your child. 
 

School Council 
Marong Primary School Council currently has two parent member casual vacancies. 
If you are interested in joining our School Council or would like to know more about it please 

contact Mr J. 
 
DRINK BOTTLES 

I wish to remind parents that due to Covid-19 restrictions all students are required to have their own drink bot-

tle. Drink bottles can be refilled at lunch time and recess times using our dispensers. 

Don’t forget to bring a drink bottle daily! 

 
 
Jake Saddlier 
Acting Principal 
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Prep/One News 
Students have been exploring the theme ‘Night Time’ this week. Our word of the week is ‘night’ 
and the students have learnt about the trigraph ‘igh’ in words like ‘night’, ‘sight’, ‘light’ etc. 
The preps already know that a ‘digraph’ is two letters that make one sound but this week they 
have learnt that a ‘trigraph’ is three letters that make one sound. Preps are very clever! 
‘Night Time’ has been the theme of our writing too. The students have had to brainstorm, 
plan, draw and write a story based on this theme. The students have come up with some won-
derful stories. In numeracy the students have been counting backwards and forwards using 
the 100’s chart and have practiced skip counting by 10. What a wonderful week of learning. 
Great job Preps and their families! 
Thanks again for your support. 
Learning packs and new reader packs will be available to pick up on Friday afternoon. A Dojo 
message will be sent to confirm times.  
The Prep Team 
P.S. Students learning onsite, please remember to bring your learning packs and readers each 
day you come to school. 

 

                                           

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 1/2 News 
We are feeling good in the 1/2 bubble. We know that this isn’t easy and am grateful for all 

the work that is being completed and submitted to dojo. We have been loving seeing your 

plants grow and discussing biological science in S.T.E.A.M. We have received plenty of  

convincing pieces of writing this week in our persuasive texts and have been creating our 

own theme parks in location and mapping. Congrats to Jude for reaching 200 nights of 

reading and Jayla and Stevie for getting to 125 nights. Well done champs! A reminder to 

take it easy and have fun with the learning, try to take out the stress and enjoy hanging out 

with your kids.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GRADE THREE/FOUR NEWS 
A super effort from our grade 3/4s this week.  Fractions can be a tricky concept to learn in nu-
meracy but we have been very persistent all week and in turn had some very pleasing results. 
We looked at motivational speeches, including a clip from Coach Bombay of the Mighty Ducks 
and how repetition and questioning can bring a team together. Our Science looked at friction 
this week as students had to set up surfaces to run a test on how far or fast an object would 
travel either using matchbox cars or tennis balls.  
Keep up the great work everyone and remember, ducks fly together!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 5/6 News 
This week in the grade 5/6 area we have seen some amazing work coming through. Again it 
has been from too few students and we look forward to seeing more work from the other  
students next week. This week for reading we focused on comprehension skills, in writing we 
continued our work on narrative, for numeracy students worked on angles and in integrated 
students began working on their project which they will present at the end of the term. 
Next week students will work on a range of skills in reading, writing and numeracy and will 
continue their work on their project for integrated. Again we have loved seeing all the work 
coming in from students and we look forward to seeing a larger range of students submitting 
their work. 
Mr. Wardell and Mr. Johnstone 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isabella W picking up rubbish to help clean up Marong.         Jack McD fantastic drawing of a sheep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents Club News 
Cookie Dough delivery is back on! Pick up will be from 9 Carlin Way, Marong (strict social 
distancing and masks required) on Thursday, 3 September between 4-6pm. Courier company 
seems to be a little unreliable, so we will be in touch closer to that date if anything changes, 
please keep an eye on upcoming newsletters and facebook for any updates.  
Elmore Pie Drive is open for purchase and payment on Qkr and orders are coming in 
(thankyou), reminder that this closes on Tuesday, 25th August (next week). Pick up will be 
from the Elmore Bakery drive through (next to the Newmarket Hotel) on Thursday,  
3 September, between 2:30-4pm. Our (once again) virtual Father's Day Stall is now open and 
ready for orders on Qkr. Orders close on Wednesday, 2nd September, with pick up from 9 
Carlin Way, Marong (strict social distancing and masks required) on Thursday, 3rd  
September between 9am-5pm. Thanks for sticking with us while we try and continue on 
remotely. That's it from us, as always, we’d love to hear any ideas or feedback, please email 
us on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com. 
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Chinese News 
Prep to Two: Last week, students had their singing and dancing activities in the living room 
and this week students have their bedtime story. They read a story which is about how little  
tadpoles find their mummy. They learnt how to say tadpole, frog and mum in Chinese, and use 
a lot of different resources such as lego, beans, mini toys to make a very creative Chinese word 
art for mum.  
Grade Three to Four: Students actively participate in remote learning. They read a  
Chinese folk tale called ‘Magic Paintbrush’, draw and write their own story to tell us what they 
would use their magic paintbrush for to help other people if you had one. We have a lot of great 
ideas from students, for example, Eliza draws a lot of money trees to grow money and I have to 
say this is a very straightforward way to solve the problem for the government, ‘have the  
money, no sorry, be happy’. Both Chloe and Neve want to draw little puppies to cheer their 
families and friends up. Hudson draws gift machines to produce presents and happiness to all 
people. Kobie wants to have a Covid-19 cure to eliminate the virus. Jackson draws planets and 
cities to solve the over population problem. We also have a lot of students draw foods and  
shelters to help people. How cute and how caring these little  
citizens are. 
Grade Five to Six: Students have different learning activities to 

develop their global awareness and have empathy for others. They 
create a poster that shows how they can become a responsible 
global citizen, which includes both a Chinese and English slogan 
on it. Some students choose to show their empathy for those 
people that are fighting with the Covid-19 or other diseases at the 
moment.  
Below are some work samples from the students. 
 



 

 

Art News 
Hello Everyone 
What amazing half-half art pieces I’ve been sent this week. There were so many incredible 
drawings that I feel sad I cannot share them all.  
Well done to those who have submitted, you have all earnt one Dojo point! 
Please remember to collect empty toilet rolls for an upcoming art lesson. If your child attends 
school on a Wednesday, still please collect them and keep them in a bag for your child to use 
at school. Remember to name this bag to ensure that your child only uses their rolls.  
Enjoy the sunshine today!  
Mrs Cook 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Chaplains Corner 
Can you pick three things that annoy you the most? Usually they are ‘little things’. 
The first little thing that annoys me is IT technology issues. I just want to get the job done  
without having to sort out the glitches. The second annoyance is gravity. This is when I drop 
things and have to pick them up again!  Finally, there’s dealing with simple machines in the 
home that don’t function as they were made to function. Just little things! Petty huh? 
It’s kind of silly that when these things happen, one of the first words that seems to pop out of 
my mouth is “Stupid!” You may also have your favourite words! 
How silly really, to call technology, gravity or a machine, ‘stupid!’ By getting annoyed, (a  
negative emotion) my brain sends off harmful chemicals into my whole body. Keep it going long 
enough or frequently enough and before you know it, there’s a habitual plethora of harmful 
chemicals that actually begin to affect my body and eventually can invade the DNA in every cell.  
That’s when many physical sicknesses can really set in. 
The research that backs this up is really fascinating and one of the things I have been doing 
here at school in the past months, is helping kids to understand how to deal with negativity, 
anger, fear and anxiety.  All these things are unhealthy for the same reason that a simple 
‘stupid’ is unhealthy. The same chemicals get released into both brain and body.   
So what’s the solution? Firstly, it is to become aware of all the ‘stupids’ in our daily life and 
make an intentional decision to deal them out. Secondly, it really helps to count our blessings, 
a positive alternative to ‘stupid’ and a catalyst for the release of healthy chemicals instead. 
This place, Marong Primary School, I count among my many blessings. I have been blessed by 
the amazing children who have shared their stories and concerns with me. I have been blessed 
by the incredible staff, whose passion and compassion for what they do, is outstanding. I have 
also been blessed by parents, who have trusted me with their children and with their own  
personal stories too.  
I owe you all a big ‘thank you’ and hope that you all continue to embrace your life journey with 
a view to counting every blessing.  
Denise 
 
Hello Marong School Community!  
My name is Katie and I would love to introduce myself to everyone as Marong Primary School’s 
new school Chaplain. I am taking over the roles of the wonderful Shiralee and Denise, and have 
been learning lots from them, with the plan to be here as long-term as I can be.   
I will be working Thursdays and Fridays, and will be ready to call or email as you need me.  
  
Although it’s a bizarre time to start a new job, I come into the new role very excited to meet  
everyone and get to know all the amazing students, and their families. Fingers crossed I’ll be 
able to see everyone’s beautiful faces in person next term.   
  
I have a heart for working with children, and have been working in different Primary Schools in 
the Bendigo region for nearly seven years now! I have a Human Services and Social Work  
degree, and have studied both Psychology and Education Support as well.  
  
My interests are gardening, indoor plants, reading and painting, and would love to use these in 
my work.  
  

My email is katelyn.tatt@education.vic.gov.au, which may be a good place to reach me while 
most of us are at home!  

  

Thanks,  

Katie    
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MARC NEWSLETTER  
Thanks so much to the students who have sent me 

some of their work, it makes my day to receive 

emails with photos! There have been some very 

unique sheep created which I’m sure Mem Fox 

would have been happy to include in her book! 

Marc the teddy is loving the mask designs that have been sent through! It’s impossible to 

choose a favourite, so he is going to try to wear as many as he can! 

I hope everyone is finding time (we seem to have lots of it!) 

to read some great books. I have just finished Pirate Boy by 

Jackie French. As always, brilliantly written and full of  

Australian history. For something a bit different I am reading 

a grown up book, The Yield by Tara June Winch which is  

receiving lots of praise, including winning the coveted Miles 

Franklin award. The book gives insight into Indigenous history 

and language. 



 

 

Hello OSHC familes  
I'm all back on board as of yesterday. If anyone has any OSHC questions I am now able to  
respond to emails etc. I have resubmitted some CCS to Centrelink. This means you may have 
to go into your myGov and confirm your child's attendance.  
Thank you to all the parents who have made bookings at the office during the remote learning 
period. Please make sure your bookings are up to date as we are only opening the program 
based on the need. Please note that this means the times may differ for the foreseeable future, 
hence bookings are essential.  
 
Breakfast Club News 
Due to remote and flexible learning we 
have a surplus of food from our break-
fast program. Please contact myself or 
Rose if you and your family could use 
some pantry staples.  
Please see the list below for the items 
we have available.  
 
Flavoured Tuna snack packs 
Baked beans 
Canned chunky soup 
Canned fruit 
Canned spaghetti 
Mini two fruit tubs 
Pure peninsula honey 
Vegemite 
Ready to heat chicken noodle soup 
Long life milk Uncle Toby's Cheerios 
Woolworths wheatbix  
Muesli 
 
Collection will be via appointment between 3pm-4pm tomorrow 
afternoon at the brick  
building.   
Please call us to discuss if you would like some items  



 

 

The ‘You Can Do It’ Program 

This program has 5 Foundations for Success: Persistence, Resilience, Organisation,  

Confidence and Getting Along. Each week we acknowledge individuals who have 
demonstrated one or more of these qualities.  
Nominees will receive a Student of the Week Award at Monday’s assembly. 
 

Students of the Week 

Grade Prep/A– Ebony P  
For achieving her writing goal. Ebony has been working hard since the beginning of 
term to make sure the sentences in her writing make sense. This week, Ebony has 
achieved this goal and completed a fantastic piece of writing about our weekly prompt. 
Well done Ebs, I’m so impressed!  
 

Grade Prep W/T- Evelyn S 
For working super hard at home this week. You are showing great ‘responsibility’ for 
your learning and ‘respect’ for your work by improving the neatness of your writing. We 
are super impressed with the wonderful story you developed using our theme ‘night’. 

Your illustrations were fantastic. Amazing effort Evelyn! 
 

Grade One/Two O- Oliver C  
Oliver has been the perfect student during remote learning. It is quite impressive the 
dedication he and his family has made towards his school work. He is motivated and on 
task everyday completing such a high standard of work. Well done superstar!   
 

Grade One/Two R- Milla L 
For demonstrating ‘Confidence’ in all activities whilst working from home. Milla always 
puts in her best efforts in all she does. She always completes and uploads her learning 
tasks to the best of her ability. Well done on another great week of learning.  
 

Grade Three/Four S - Kodi H 
Kodi has been very productive at home during remote learning. His friction test was a 
joy to watch and I can't wait to see what Kodi comes up with when he submits his nar-
rative piece each week. What's really impressive is his presentation of his work. Always 
neat, ruled up, dated and edited after every completed task.  
 

Grade Three/Four P/S- Acacia J  
For demonstrating the value of responsibility. Acacia has been applying herself very well 
during remote learning. She has been seeking help when her work gets challenging and 
has remained focused on finishing her work with success. 
 
 

Grade Five/Six W- Ruby G  
For showing great responsibility this week. Ruby has completed all of the set work, 
including completing extra work showing that she is taking her remote learning very  
seriously. Well done on a great week Ruby! 
 

Grade 5/6 J-Chelsea B 
Chelsea has had an excellent start to remote learning, she has shown initiative, a  
positive attitude and an outstanding work ethic. Well done Chelsea, keep up the great 
work.  


